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                       “From Even unto Even” 
New Light on Old Paths 

 

                            Introduction 
 

t is in examining all the evidence that the swords of truth can be accurately 
sharpened. Assumptions, without the testimony of two or more witnesses only 
produce dull and ineffective swords. The purpose of 

this article is to re-examine the historical Seventh-day 
Adventist and Jewish positions as to when the Sabbath 
commences as rendered in Leviticus 23:32. This includes, 
a comprehensive look at the original Hebrew meaning of 
the phrase "from even unto even" as well as the 
ramifications of the term "ninth," as it relates to the Day 
of Atonement. The primary focus is to look at the process 
and the conclusion taken by the early Adventist Pioneers 
as they established the time to commence the Sabbath, 
what is considered today as an immoveable foundation 
stone and an ancient Hebrew truth.    
  
For such a time as this, the heavenly Father is raising up a people unfettered by the 
traditions of men, to proclaim His last message to the world.  All who would be fit for 
this special work must have a willingness to re-examine long held views in light of new 
divine rays of light shining on their path that they may show others the way.  

 
There is no excuse for anyone in taking the position that there is no more 
truth to be revealed, and that all our expositions of Scripture are without 
an error.  The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many 
years by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible.  Age will 
not make error into truth, and truth can afford to be fair.  No true doctrine 
will lose anything by close investigation.   
Councils to Writers and Editors, p. 35      

 
It is imperative that all who are equipping for this task seek only the truth, 
uncontaminated by the errors and traditions of men. 
 

You must lay your preconceived opinions, your hereditary and cultivated 
ideas, at the door of investigation. If you search the Scriptures to vindicate 
your own opinions, you will never reach the truth. Search in order to learn 
what the Lord says. If conviction comes as you search, if you see that your 
cherished opinions are not in harmony with the truth, do not misinterpret 
the truth in order to suit your own belief, but accept the light given. Open 

I 
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mind and heart that you may behold wondrous things out of God's word.  
Christ’s Object Lessons, p 112.  
 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 
your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6  

 
For each in-depth word study the following four study tools have been used to obtain the 
council of two or three witnesses: Strong’s Dictionary and full Stuttgart Hebrew Bible, as 
well as the Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon and Thayer’s Greek Lexicon.  It cannot 

be stressed enough that none of these resources are 
without error, as they have been supplied by men with 
fallen natures. Therefore it is important to utilize multiple 
sources for comparison and seek to rightly divide the 
word of truth.  Not for a moment do I consider the 
following article to be without a flaw or that it is the final 
word on this subject.  If nothing else, I pray that the 
reader will see in this a cause for rethinking and fully re-

examining the long established historical position.  This is not a complete or exhaustive 
research paper on this subject, rather it should be considered as an opening of dialog. 
 
The use of Hebrew and Greek lexicons along with the Strong’s Dictionary, for the 
Scriptural word-for-word studies, has had a most profound effect on my understanding of 
the Bible.  I encourage each reader to obtain and utilize multiple lexicons and Bible 
dictionaries as this will be the only path to discover deep truths.  I guarantee you will 
never look back. By looking up each word, one comes face-to-face with the original 
Hebrew and Greek text. For each Hebrew and Greek word, the pronunciation is given, as 
well as a list of definitions.  When deciding which definition is more accurate, it is 
helpful to research the root words to help with clarification and context, ever comparing 
source with source. 
 
In my research I have found not only overt errors in translation, but also covert errors and   
questionable word choices used by the KJV and other modern translators. On occasion 
the Strong’s Dictionary will give a single Hebrew word with two or three different 
identifying numbers with their own respective definitions. Often the second or third 
rendering of the Hebrew word can be altogether overlooked causing the intended word 
rendering to be lost unless special care and diligence is not adhered to. We will analyze 
an example of this shortly.   
 
The objective of this article is to propose and demonstrate that all S.D.A. doctrines were 
not set in stone and sealed with the approval of heaven.  By defining precisely what these 
are, and what the truth is, preparation and corrections can be made for a u-turn.  
 

1. Assumptions were made by the early Advent Pioneers with regard to 
when a day begins and ends, and specifically when the Sabbath day 
commences and terminates.  It has been believed that the conclusions of 
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the 1840’s and 1850’s were a nail in a sure place. But is it?  In this 
presentation you will be able to examine the evidence for yourself.   

 
2. The Angel’s reference to, “what even is, and when it is,” was only 

assumed by the voting men present, to be equal 6:00 P.M.  Eight years 
later it was assumed to be sunset.  Yet, there was no confirmation of this 
either by Ellen White or by the Angel.  There was no “thus saith the 
Lord”  or stamp of approval on any level. 

 
3. This article will illustrate how a day as well as a calendar date, 

commences at sunrise and not sunset, as was assumed by the early 
Adventist Pioneers, and traditionally taught by the Jews. 

 
4. It will be shown that the four watches of the night play a most significant 

role in declaring that a “calendar date” begins at sunrise. 
 

5. The words of the angel as given to Ellen White regarding Sabbath 
commencement states that, “From even unto even shall ye celebrate 
your Sabbath’s.” Was it the intention of the angel to use this description 
of the Day of Atonement as it was given in Leviticus 23:32, to apply also 
to the time period of the seventh-day Sabbath? Did the angel intend this 
to mean from sunset to sunset?  Is there an alternate and more viable 
meaning of “from even unto even” that is in harmony with all Scripture 
references relating to when the day begins?  Yes! 

 
6. It will be illustrated that the Day of Atonement encompasses only a 12 

hour period of time from sunrise to sunset on the 10th lunar calendar 
date of the seventh lunar month and not on the “ninth” as many believe.  
It will be shown that when Leviticus 23:32 refers to the “ninth,” it is not 
referring to it as a whole day to keep holy, but it is specifically intended 
in the Hebrew to mean “through the idea of the moment the ninth turns 
to the 10th.”  This is simply another way of stating from sunrise to sunset 
or from even unto even.  They are interchangeably one-and-the-same.  

 
7. The “Sign of Jonah” riddle spoken by the Savior, Christ Yahushua, 

gives the final confirmation to all truth seekers that His holy and 
ordained time-system is lunisolar, and that a lunar calendar date 
commences and terminates at sunrise, and has never changed to this 
present day.   

 
8. This article will demonstrate that Christ was in the tomb three days and 

three full nights just as He declared. This cannot be accomplished while 
using Roman Gregorian time, Jewish sunset to sunset reckoning, or 
believing the day begins at dawn or noon.  There is only one division of 
a calendar date that is not declaring Christ Yahushua a liar, as it is 
confirmed by the “Sign of Jonah.”   
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               “From Even unto Even” 
Time to Commence the Sabbath 

Part 1 
                            

he historical record is essential to clarify this subject in detail, step by step as it 
occurred. It must be remembered that the Seventh-day Adventist Church was not 
an official church yet. Also, the Lord was raising up this people out of many false 

traditions of worship, i.e. worshiping on Sunday. You will soon see that in both visions 
given to Ellen White, the men of the day based 100 percent of their decision to establish 
the commencement of the Sabbath, upon a single phrase in Scripture. That phrase was, 
“from even unto even,” as stated by the angel. In addition it will be demonstrated that 
James White, Arthur White and Uriah Smith declared that the second vision confirmed 
that the Sabbath was to commence at sunset.  Yet, as you read carefully the words of the 
angel as given to Ellen White, you will see that absolutely no confirmation is given that 
their new position is correct. The angel is stating in essence that if they will follow his 
instructions then they will know “what even is and when it is . . . but not yet, not yet.” 
 
It has been over one hundred and sixty 
years since the heavenly Father began 
raising up a group of people to bring focus 
to His impending judgment hour and soon 
return.  At that time new light began to 
shine forth out of the darkness and rubble 
of ancient false traditions. By His grace 
new light was shed on their path, leading 
them ever onward to more and more 
discoveries of truth. These glorious rays of 
truth shown forth from the pages of Scripture, and were discerned by many.  But only 
those who were faithful to walk in the light they had already received— were then given 
more.  This is an eternal principle that must be recognized today.  But, was every doctrine 
that was formed by this courageous and devoted group of souls without error? 
 
The most humble among this sincere band of believers was a young woman by the name 
of Ellen Harmon (White). Soon she was chosen by the heavenly Father as His instrument 
upon earth to give council, guidance and correction to this young body of believers.  At 
times direct confirmation or verification from heaven was given on specific subjects they 
were studying and praying earnestly for answers on. Sometimes they received 
admonishment, correction and redirection.  It was from this humble beginning, of 
earnestly seeking new light on old paths that the Seventh-day Adventist Church was born.  
In those days it was not unusual to hear one brother great another with the question, 
“Brother, what is the present truth for today?”  Are these words commonly heard today?  

T 



 5 

Is there among the established churches a deep an earnest seeking for advancing light of 
truth? 
 
This period of 1847-1848, among the early advent people, was known as the period of the 
Sabbath Conferences.  This was a time of much study and discussion focused on the 
seventh-day Sabbath being the seventh-day rather than Sunday the first day of the week. 
Of particular importance, was the question as to the time to commence the Sabbath.  In 
the earliest days it was generally thought that the Sabbath was to commence at sunrise 
and end the following sunrise, a period of 24 hours (see Exhibit A). It was seen by most 
that the message of the angel, “from even unto even,” as quoted from Leviticus 23:32, 
was a rebuke that a sunrise to sunrise was incorrect.  
 
Exhibit A: 

                     
 
It was decisively believed that “from even unto even” referred only to a twenty-four hour 
period, while the possibility of a twelve hour Sabbath was never even considered. This 
will be discussed more in detail later, as it appears to be the reason the angel clarified 
“from even unto even” in regards to the small group who were keeping Sabbath from 
sunrise to sunrise as a 24 hour period.   
 
 
The First Vision:  “From Even unto Even”  
The only known record from the pen of Ellen White regarding her first vision of 1847 on 
the subject of “from even unto even,” is this solitary sentence below: 
 

I saw that it was in the minds of some that the Lord had shown that the 
Sabbath commenced at six o'clock, when I had only seen that it 
commenced at "even," and it was inferred that even was at six.  
Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 116. 
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Exhibit B: 

     
 

Eight Years Later at the Battle Creek Conference of 1855. This is the 
History leading up to the Second Vision: 
Eight years after the Sabbath Conferences of 1847-1848, Ellen White along with the 
other church leaders and members converged on Battle Creek for the Conference of 1855.  
Below is a one page biography leading up to and followed by Ellen White’s second 
vision on the subject of “The Time to Commence the Sabbath.” It is imperative to fully 
understand the process that took place.  Arthur White was not even born yet, but here in 
his biography, he is promoting as truth the opinions and assumptions of others. 

          
As written by Arthur White many years after the fact— 
     On Friday evening, the day the conference in Battle Creek opened, 
those assembled commenced the Sabbath at six o'clock, although the sun 
had been set for an hour. The next day they closed the Sabbath at sunset. 
During that Sabbath a change in practice based on Bible study had been 
made. It was an interesting and instructive experience in doctrinal 
development.   
     As noted in earlier chapters, Joseph Bates was considered the father of 
the Sabbath truth. As captain of his own vessels, he had sailed far and 
wide and was acquainted with the matter of time-keeping in different parts 
of the world. It was his conclusion that time as kept at the equator, with 
sunset uniformly at 6:00 P.M., was the proper guide to Sabbath keeping, 
regardless of season of the year or location. The Scriptures called for 
evening marking the beginning of the new day, and the words "from even 
unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath" (Lev. 23:32) were cited in 
support of this point. The April 21, 1851, issue of the Review carried a 
three-column article by Joseph Bates in support of the six o'clock time.   
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     In the State of Maine in 1847-1848, some took the position that the 
Sabbath commenced at sunrise, quoting as support, Matthew 28:1: "In the 
end of the Sabbath, as it began to toward the first day of the week" (see 
RH, Feb. 25, 1868). A vision given to Ellen White checked this error in 
principle, for the angel repeated the words of the scripture "From even 
unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath."  
     There were a few who observed the Sabbath from sundown to sundown 
(James White to "My Dear Brother," July 2, 1848; see also Review and 
Herald Feb. 25, 1868), but the majority stood with Bates, as did James and 
Ellen White. The charismatic experience in Connecticut in late June, 1848, 
recounted in chapter 13, seemed to confirm the six o'clock time. Still the 
matter was not settled conclusively, and in June, 1854, James White 
requested D. P. Hall in Wisconsin to give study to the matter and come up 
with an answer (RH, Dec. 4, 1855).   
     When this request failed to yield fruit, he turned to John Andrews with 
the earnest request that he take his Bible and bring evidence to settle the 
question. Andrews prepared a paper on the matter. As he passed through 
Battle Creek with his parents in November on his way to Iowa, he left this 
in the hands of James White. The reading of this paper became the 
Sabbath morning Bible study at the conference in Battle Creek. From nine 
texts in the Old Testament and two from the New, Andrews demonstrated 
that "even" and "evening" of the Sabbath were identical with sunset 
(ibid.).   [The study prepared on this subject by J. N. Andrews is at the 
bottom of this document.  To fully understand this subject his article 
should likewise be read.] 
     As the paper was read that Sabbath morning, it could be seen that while 
the six o'clock time advocated by Bates was in principle not incorrect--for 
it called for beginning the Sabbath in the evening--in detail there was an 
error. Now with the position of sunset time so amply supported by 
Scripture evidence [by J. N. Andrews], all the congregation, which 
included the church's leaders, readily accepted the light and were prepared 
to shift their practice. All, that is, but two--Joseph Bates and Ellen White.   
     Bates' position had been generally accepted and defended. He was the 
venerable apostle of the Sabbath truth. He was unready to accept what had 
been presented by the youthful John Andrews, and he would stand in 
defense of his position. The vision given to Ellen White in 1848, 
correcting the sunrise time and confirming "evening time," had nothing to 
say about the six o'clock time being in error.   
     Ellen White reasoned that the six o'clock time had been a matter of 
practice for nearly a decade. The Sabbath so kept had been a great blessing 
to her, and the angel had said nothing about its being in error. Must a 
change be made now? Thus matters stood through the rest of the Sabbath 
and through Sunday as the members met in conference, but this was a 
rather touchy point of division that was bound to widen as time went on. 
Then the God of heaven stepped in. Biography, Vol. 1, p. 322- 324 Arthur 
White. 
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Exhibit C: 

                    
 
The Second Vision:  “From Even unto Even” 
Please notice that absolutely nowhere in the second vision is there confirmation by the 
heavenly Father, Yahuwah, through the angel, that “sunset” is the correct time to 
commence the Sabbath, unless of course some huge assumptions are made. Below all the 
words from the angel are underlined.  These are the most important portion of this 
paragraph.  Ask yourself; do the words of the angel show any kind of confirmation?  Do 
the words of the angel give weighty evidence for a sunset to sunset Sabbath? 

 
 Second Vision According to Ellen White: 

November 20, 1855, while in prayer, the Spirit of the Lord came suddenly 
and powerfully upon me, and I was taken off in vision.— 
I saw that it is even so: "From even unto even, shall ye celebrate your 
Sabbath." Said the angel: "Take the word of God, read it, understand, and 
ye cannot err. Read carefully, and ye shall there find what even is, and 
when it is.” I asked the angel if the frown of God had been upon His 
people for commencing the Sabbath as they had. I was directed back to the 
first rise of the Sabbath, and followed the people of God up to this time, 
but did not see that the Lord was displeased, or frowned upon them. I 
inquired why it had been thus, that at this late day we must change the 
time of commencing the Sabbath. Said the angel: "Ye shall understand, 
but not yet, not yet." Said the angel: "If light come, and that light is set 
aside or rejected, then comes condemnation and the frown of God; but 
before the light comes, there is no sin, for there is no light for them to 
reject." I saw that it was in the minds of some that the Lord had shown that 
the Sabbath commenced at six o'clock, when I had only seen that it 
commenced at "even," and it was inferred that even was at six. I saw that 
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the servants of God must draw together, press together.   Testimonies, Vol. 
1, p. 116. (also found in Biography, Vol. 1, p. 324.)  (Emphasis Mine) 
 

Notice:  Ellen White makes reference that the previous assumption, promoted at the time 
by Joseph Bates and accepted by the majority, had been that “even” was sunset or 6:00 
P.M.  From the above narrative of Ellen White’s vision – a specific point is made by the 
angel saying, “Read carefully and ye shall there find what even is and when it is.”   This 
statement is not a confirmation statement!  Rather, this is a leading statement to 
further discovery of the truth, and defines that they had not yet discovered the truth of 
when to commence the Sabbath.  This is supported by the very fact that the angel gives 
guidelines as to how to find and identify the truth.  Several paragraphs later when asked, 
why it had been thus, that at this late day they must change the time of commencing the 
Sabbath.  The angel said, “Ye shall understand, but not yet, not yet.”  This too supports 
the idea that the full clarity and understanding of this subject had not even then been 
reached. 
 
A full twenty years following the first vision on the subject of when to commence the 
Sabbath, James White wrote the following paragraph for the Review and Herald, Feb. 25, 
1868.   

 
As recorded by James White: 
"Mrs. White has in two visions been shown something in regard to the time of 
the commencement of the Sabbath. The first was as early as 1847, at Topsham, 
Me. In the vision she was shown that to commence the Sabbath at sunrise was 
wrong. She then heard an angel repeat these words, "From even unto even 
shall ye celebrate your Sabbaths."...At the close of the conference at Battle 
Creek (1855) referred to above, the ministers and others, especially interested in 
the cause had a special season of prayer for the prosperity of the cause, and in 
that meeting Mrs. W. had a vision, one item of which was that sunset time was 
correct." James White, Review and Herald, February 25, 1868.  
 

From this paragraph the following information can be gathered. 
 

·  James White interjects his personal thoughts based purely on assumption 
that in the first vision it was shown that to commence the Sabbath at 
sunrise was wrong.  When the angel merely stated “from even unto even 
shall ye celebrate you Sabbaths.” 

·  It was the assumption of the men present in 1847 that attributed these few 
words as proof that Sabbath was not to commence at sunrise, but in the 
evening. 

·  James White again interjects his personal thoughts that in the second 
vision of 1855, Ellen White was shown that commencing Sabbath at the 
time of sunset was correct. Yet, the angel only stated “from even unto 
even shall ye celebrate your Sabbaths.”  Again, James White makes 
another mere assumption that the second vision clarified that sunset was 
the time to commence the Sabbath, as well as a huge assumption that the 
angel had given confirmation for a sunset commencement. 
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The only words of the angel that James White quotes from is, “from even unto even shall 
ye celebrate your Sabbath,” which is word-for-word from the Leviticus 23:32 KJV 
translation.  While this verse is in specific reference to the holy feast Day of Atonement, 
the parameters defined to be sacred would logically apply to the seventh-day Sabbath as 
well. And this is especially true because the heavenly Father through the angel makes 
specific reference to it at a time when those assembled were seeking light on the time to 
commence the seventh-day Sabbath. Then James White uses these same words from the 
angel, a second time, as a confirmation of their correctness in commencing Sabbath at 
sunset Friday.  
 
Using the angel’s words, “from even unto even” from the context of the first vision, 
James White here states that “she was shown that to commence Sabbath at sunrise was 
wrong.”  Yet there was nothing stated as such, but just another mere assumption, based 
only on the words “from even unto even.”   

 
Remember, James White was not a prophet for the S.D.A. Church.  It is essential to go to 
the source, rather than to assume that his or other’s views of what was meant by “from 
even unto even” were correct. What is witnessed here is that the majority of people in 
that day assumed the word “even”  meant end of the day, evening and sunset. As a result 
of following this rule, the beginning of each day would commence with the darkness of 
night.  This was also supported by the long standing practice of the Jews.  Certainly, this 
was strong evidence for a sunset to sunset calendar date. 
 
              Advent Believers                              Response of the Angel 
 
1846-1847 Some believed the Sabbath was 
from sunrise to sunrise.  

 
Through Ellen White, a message was given 
by the angel for the first time stating, 
“From even unto even” shall you celebrate 
your Sabbath. 

 
1847 at Topsham, Maine. These advent 
believers believed the angel was clarifying 
that they must change to commencing the 
Sabbath to the end of the day as was 
reflected in the words of the angel, “from 
even unto even.” So the men voted that 
6:00 P.M., as promoted by Joseph Bates, 
was the time to commence Sabbath 
(occurring 1 hour after sunset). 

 
There was no response or confirmation 
from the angel at that time.  Perhaps 
because the men of the day did not seek 
confirmation, believing that their new 
position was adequate, and correct. 

 
1855 at Battle Creek, Michigan the subject 
of the correct time to keep the Sabbath 
came up again. 

 
Through Ellen White, a second message 
was given by the angel stating:  
 
"From even unto even, shall ye celebrate 
your Sabbath."  
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Said the angel: "Take the word of God, 
read it, understand, and ye cannot err. 
Read carefully, and ye shall there find what 
even is, and when it is.  
 
Said the angel: "Ye shall understand, but 
not yet, not yet." 
 

 
Following this second message from the 
angel, the men took up a vote that since 
6:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. was not correct 
according to the angel, then it must be 
sunset to sunset.  Once again assumptions 
were made that “from even unto even” 
referred to the end of the day commonly 
referred to as evening. 
   
Absolutely no confirmation by the 
heavenly Father through the angel was 
given.  And this is supported by the fact 
that the angel gave clear directions on how 
to acquire the truth as to “what even is, and 
when it is.” 
 
They totally disregarded the admonition of 
the angel to “Take the word of God, read 
it, understand, and ye cannot err.  Read 
carefully, and ye shall there find what even 
is, and when it is.” Said the angel: Ye shall 
understand, but not yet, not yet.” 
 
A vote was then taken to commence the 
Sabbath from sunset Friday to sunset 
Saturday.   
 

 
Absolutely no confirmation was given, but 
only directions as to how to discover “what 
even is, and when it is.”  When further 
instruction is given by the angel, on how to 
find the answer, it means they did not yet 
have it correct nor understand the meaning 
of the term “evening.” 
 

 
According to the evidence above, has the Seventh-day Adventist Church understood and 
followed the instructions of the angel to this very date?  No!  Therefore, the prophetic 
words of the angel, “not yet, not yet,” were fulfilled.  As a result, is the misunderstood 
instruction, and guidance, as given by the angel, available for us to understand and obey 
today?  Is it still available to all who will follow all the instructions given?  Yes!  
Therefore the unheeded challenge of the angel is for our admonition to follow.  The 
banner of truth had fallen, and it is our duty to raise it again, based on more than a mere 
vote of men.  Rather, all the words of the angel must be heeded:  
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"From even unto even, shall ye celebrate your Sabbath." Said the angel, 
"Take the word of God, read it, understand, and ye cannot err. Read 
carefully, and ye shall there find what even is, and when it is.” 
Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 116. (also found in Biography, Vol. 1, p. 324.) 

 
The seal of truth will only be placed upon the commencement of the Sabbath when it is 
in harmony with all the Scriptures that define the parameters of the “day,”  as well as the 
discovery of the true and intended meaning of the term “even.” 
 
Is it possible in hindsight to recognize that the early Advent Pioneers were not correct 
with regard to the Sabbath commencing at sunset and terminating at sunset? Is it possible 
that all these years later, we can pick-up where the early advent people left off, and 
proactively proceed to follow the detailed instructions given by the angel, recorded for 
this very purpose and for His faithful seekers of truth?   
 
Forty or more years later we have the following comments of Arthur White (son of Ellen 
White) who is referring to her first vision: 
 

According to Arthur White:  In the State of Maine in 1847-1848, some 
took the position that the Sabbath commenced at sunrise, quoting as 
support, Matthew 28:1: "In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn 
toward the first day of the week" (see RH, Feb. 25, 1868). A vision given 
to Ellen White checked this error in principle, for the angel repeated the 
words of the scripture "From even unto even, shall ye celebrate your 
sabbath."  Biography, Vol. 1, p. 322.  Arthur White (Son of Ellen White). 

 
This is purely an assumption by Arthur White based on preconceived ideas that declares 
this first vision had checked the error in principle.  Remember, it was generally believed 
that “even” commenced at sunset.  Scripture reveals a different story, which we will get 
to shortly.  Just remember that “even”  was the key word that was not adhered to 
following the first vision or 1847.  Human surmising broke from the straight testimony of 
Ellen White who had clarified to the fellow believers of her day that Sabbath was to 
commence at “even.”  After all the human surmising, it was decided that Sabbath was to 
commence at 6:00 P.M. whether it was still light or dark.  This decision had nothing to do 
with the sunrise or sunset, but they generally believed “evening” to be 6:00 P.M. on a 
modern Roman clock.  A modern clock that defines time irregardless of daylight or night, 
could never be in harmony with Hebrew time keeping for a day or a calendar date, as 
these were solely dependant upon the sun, moon and stars and not Roman time.  
 

Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? John 11:9 NKJV 
 
The Biblical “day”  was divided into twelve hours as displayed on a sundial, whether it 
was summer or winter.  The night was divided by four night watches and never by hours. 
Thus defining that days (daylights) are only measured by hours of which there are only 
twelve. Because the darkness of night was only measured by the four watches, the days 
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and the nights are separate units of time and only grouped together as a full calendar 
date.  Full calendar dates and days (daylights) are not synonymous. Refer to article, 
“Sunrise or Sunset, When Does a Day Begin?” 
 

The Jews, as well as most other nations, divided the day from sun rising to 
sun setting, into twelve equal parts; but these parts or hours, were longer 
or shorter, according to the different seasons of the year.—Part of Clarke's 
note on John 11:9.  
 
The Jews divided their day, or the time from sunrise to sunset, into twelve 
bouts, of course varying a little according to the season of the year.—
Bloomfield's notes on John 11:9. 
 
Hour.—In the books of the New Testament we see clearly the day divided 
into twelve equal hours, after the manner of the Greeks and Romans. 
These hours were equal to each other, but unequal with respect to the 
different seasons, the twelve hours of the longest days in Summer were 
much longer than those of the shortest days in Winter.—Cruden’s 
Concordance 
 
Day.—The sacred writers generally divide the day and night into twelve 
unequal hours. The sixth hour is always noon throughout the year; and the 
twelfth hour is the last hour of the day. But in Summer, the twelfth: hour, 
as all the others were, was longer than in Winter.— Encyclopedia 
Religious Knowledge. 
 
The day was divided into twelve hours, which, of course, varied in length, 
being shorter in Winter and longer in Summer.—Watson's Biblical and 
Theological Dictionary. 
 
The Jews divided the space from sunrise to sunset were the days longer or 
shorter, into twelve parts; so that the hours of their day were all the year 
the same in number, though much shorter in Winter than in Summer.—
Note of the Cottage Bible on John 11: 9.  
 
The time between the rising and the setting of the sun was divided into 
twelve equal parts, which were called hours. John 11:9.  As this period of 
time, however, is longer at one season of the year than at another it is plain 
that the hours would also be of different length at different times. In 
Winter they were, of course, shorter than in Summer. They were 
numbered from the rising of the sun, and not from the middle of the day, 
as is common with us..—Nevin's Biblical Antiquities, pp. 171,172. 
 
The word hour, in Scripture, signifies one of the twelve equal parts into 
which each day was divided, and which, of course, were of different 
lengths at different seasons of the year. This mode of dividing the day 
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prevailed among the Jews, at least after the exile in Babylon, and perhaps 
earlier.—Covel's Bible Dictionary.  
 
An hour, one of the twelve equal parts into which the day was divided, and 
which of course were different at different seasons of the year.—
Greenfield's New Testament Lexicon. 

 
 

According to Arthur White:  “The vision set Ellen White and Joseph 
Bates straight, and they accepted the vision wholeheartedly. The matter of 
the time to commence the Sabbath was forever settled--settled on the basis 
of Bible study, confirmed by vision. It was indeed a significant experience 
in God's leadings, one that Uriah Smith was later to comment on:” 
Biography, Vol. 1, p. 324.  
 

Certainly, there had been Bible study, but as you have seen above, the stand taken on 
when Sabbath was to commence never received confirmation from the angel or the 
heavenly Father. So, in reality nothing was forever settled after all.  Perhaps it could be 
said that it was based upon educated assumption. Arthur White was likely not even born 
at the time of the visions, yet, here he is promoting his opinions, which are nothing more 
than the assumptions of others. 
 

According to Uriah Smith: “Lest any should say that Sister White, 
having changed her sentiments, had a vision accordingly, we will state that 
which was shown her in vision concerning the commencement of the 
Sabbath was contrary to her own sentiment at the time the vision was 
given.” Review and Herald, August 30, 1864.  

 
Contrary to the reports of James White, Arthur White and Uriah Smith, the vision did not 
contain a single word of confirmation.  It was after the words of the angel were given, the 
decision was made to change the commencement of Sabbath from 6:00 P.M. to that of 
sunset.  There is no record of confirmation that followed their new position, as has 
continually been declared.  This is because their new position was decided upon 
following the words of the angel to Ellen White.   
 
The entire premise of these men, as well as many others, was that they believed the term 
“even” meant the beginning of the darkness of night and was equivalent to the term 
sunset.  The angel had quoted from Leviticus 23:32, “from even unto even shall ye 
celebrate you Sabbath.” Since the Sabbath was clearly to be “from even unto even,” they 
overwhelmingly assumed this was from sunset to sunset. After all, wasn’t this theory in 
harmony with the Jews of their day. The final vote in 1855 came after the young J.N. 
Andrews’ presentation was read before the entire congregation.  It was a study based on 
only nine Scripture verses.  Click here for J.N. Andrews presentation. 
 
Term-Paper Analogy: 



 15 

Let’s say you are taking a class in ancient Hebrew calendation, and the final exam day 
has arrived. You have not done your homework regularly or even prepared for the final 
test.  Lo and behold the professor asks the students to write an essay on the meaning of a 
Regular Lunar Year.  While you are not certain what it is, you make a good guess based 
upon what you think it might be.  The following day after the test, you receive your test 
back with a note attached from the professor that says:  
 

 
“A Regular Lunar Year is a 12 month year and not a 13 
month embolismic year, etc., occurring ‘from regular 
year unto regular year.’  Said the teacher: ‘Take the 
class book, read it, understand it, and ye cannot err. Read 
carefully, and ye shall there find what Regular Lunar 
Year is, and when it is.’ ‘Ye shall understand, but not yet, 
not yet.’”  
 
Said the teacher: “If the book is given, and that book is 
set aside or rejected, then comes condemnation and a 
frown from your professor; but if there were no book, 
there would be no condemnation, for there is no book for 
the student to reject.” 

 
 
Is there anyone alive on earth that would see this as confirmation that you, the 
student, had answered the essay question correctly?  No! The reason is because an 
admonition with additional instructions are being given here by the professor, explaining 
how to find the correct answer.  Teachers don’t give directions to students who have 
already arrived at the correct answer. The grade on this essay would have been an “F.”  If 
a grade had been awarded by the angel following the response of the early advent 
believers to his message from heaven, what do you suppose it would have been?  It 
would likewise, have been an “F!”  
 
In addition, if such a note as this had been given you, the student, prior to writing your 
essay, it could not be a confirmation of the essay you had not yet written.  The angel gave 
the message as a prophecy in advance that they would not get it right.  They in turn 
claimed that those very words were indeed confirmation. 
 
It appears that our heavenly Father is bringing this subject around again for a re-look.  
Could there have been something missed regarding this subject long ago, in the early 
analysis?  Might there have been an assumption or two made with regard to the “Day of 
Atonement” and Sabbath incorporating the time period “from even unto even?” The 
decision of the group was hastily defined as being from “sunset to sunset?”   
 
Can we now know for certain, that their decision for the time period incorporating the 
Sabbath hours was wrong in every point but one? Yes! The one point they had correct 
was that the Sabbath was to be located upon the seventh-day. However, even the seventh-
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day they chose was based upon the assumption that the modern Roman calendar with its 
unbroken cycle of weeks, is in harmony with Scripture.  Their first decision was wrong, as 
it was kept from 6:00 P.M. Friday to 6:00 P.M. Saturday.  Eight years later their decision 
was wrong again, as it was changed to be kept from sunset to sunset.  So, on this basis 
alone, is there any possibility that they may have had the period for reckoning the “Day 
of Atonement” wrong as well?  We shall soon see. “There is a way that seems right to a 
man . . .” Proverbs 14:12 

 
The angel repeated word-for-word what he had said to Ellen White in her first vision.  
Here again the same process occurred where the men of the day voted that “from even 
unto even” must mean sunset Friday to sunset Saturday.  Yet, nothing was said by the 
angel in support of either sunset, Friday or Saturday.  In hind sight, it is so easy to spot 
the great error of assumption, as well as see how one assumption can give birth to so 
many offspring.  Listed below are the assumptions in order. 
 
Assumptions Lead to Error   
Another underlying assumption was that a “day”  in Scripture was equal to a full 
calendar date of twenty-four hours.  Rather, Scripture defines a “day”  as the warm 
daylight hours, while night is the dark portion encompassed by the four watches of the 
night.  No where in Scripture does it state that the “day”  or daylight commences at night 
or sunset. Many presumptuously believe that Genesis 1:1-5 teaches that day begins at 
night, because it appears to say “evening and morning were the first day.  However, with 
a little help from one or two Hebrew Lexicons and Bible dictionaries, there are two 
options that place Genesis 1:5 in harmony with the remainder of Scripture—“the evening 
following the morning are the first day,” or “It came to pass this (twilight) exchange 
occurred at break of day (sunrise), becoming the first day as opposed to night (the warm 
hours from sunrise to sunset).”  Another important point to make here is that no where in 
Genesis 1:5 does the Creator state that “evening” is synonymous with “night.”   Rather, 
Scripture teaches that the day commences at sunrise and ends at sunset, a period of 12 
hours.  In contrast a full “calendar date” includes both the daylight and the night, with 
the daylight preceding the night. In effect the night is a time break between “daylights.” 
Refer to Word Study – When the Day Begins – Genesis 1:1-5.” And article, “Sunrise or 
Sunset, When Does a Day Begin?” 
 

1. The assumption that “even unto even” was representative of a 24 hour 
period of time for keeping holy the seventh-day Sabbath as well as the 
Day of Atonement. More will be clarified on this particular point in Part 2. 
Refer to article, “Sunrise or Sunset, When Does a Day Begin?”  

2. A belief among some of the early advent people in the 1840’s was that the 
Sabbath commenced at sunrise and ended the following sunrise.  Since the 
angel stated, “from even unto even shall ye celebrate your Sabbath,” the 
men decided that no further evidence was necessary, as “even,” clearly to 
them, referred to the end of daylight period, and not to “morning.”  Here 
again they were not taking all the words of the angel into consideration.  
To their way of thinking, the angel could not be supporting the full picture 
of the belief that the Sabbath commenced at sunrise and ended the 
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following sunrise.  Could the reason for this admonition be simply because 
of their assumption that this period was twenty-four hours rather than only 
twelve?  Yes. 

3. Then building on this assumption at the time of the first vision is the 
belief that “from even unto even” referred to 6:00 P.M. Friday to 6:00 
P.M. Saturday.  This belief appears to have been wrong for two reasons.  
First, because it was based upon the premise that the Sabbath was 24 hours 
in length, and second, because the 6:00 hour on a clock was neither in 
sync nor beaconed by the sun, moon and stars. 

4. A later assumption reasoned, that if “from even unto even” did not 
commence at 6:00 P.M., at the time of the second vision, ignoring all the 
other council of the angel, these men decided that the Sabbath must 
commence at sunset Friday and end at sunset Saturday.  Here it was 
assumed that “even” meant evening or night.  Scripture overtly teaches 
that the “day” commences at sunrise rather than sunset and that the “day” 
is a twelve hour period and not twenty-four hours. “Jesus answered, "Are 
there not twelve hours in the day?” John 11:9 NKJV  Also, the modern 
translations have led many to believe the “day” begins at “night” by 
sabotaging the creation account of Genesis 1 with the three words 
“evening and morning.” Yet, in Hebrew this phrase is rendered “evening 
followed morning.” Refer to article/word study, “When a Day Begins.” 

5. A paramount assumption was that because “Saturday” was the seventh-
day on the modern Roman calendar, it naturally must be the seventh-day 
Sabbath of Scripture.  After all, Ellen White was shown in vision that the 
“seventh-day was the Sabbath.”  She even had a “thus saith the Lord,” 
that the seventh-day was Sabbath. This is a point that is not controverted 
within the S.D.A. Church.  However with this said, she never had a vision, 
or a “thus saith the Lord,” stating that “Saturday” of the Roman calendar, 
was the seventh-day Sabbath. These two precepts are light years apart. 
The revelation that the Sabbath was to be on the seventh-day instead of the 
first, was the first step in the full disclosure of the Sabbath truth.  The 
second step was to follow that would clarify upon which calendar the 
seventh day was to be reckoned. This was 
ordained to be the final step in the full 
Sabbath disclosure and the last message to 
the world to come out of Babylon, Egypt and 
Rome.  This was to be revealed to the 
faithful remnant at the very end of time.  
Refer to article, “Scripture’s Weight of 
Evidence.”  

6. The most profound of all the assumptions 
made by these men, was that after all was 
said and done, they claimed to have received 
“confirmation” from the angel that they 
were now correct, that the Sabbath as well as 
the Day of Atonement commenced at sunset 
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and ended the following sunset.  Yet, their new position was made 
following the words of the angel rather than preceding them.  In addition, 
the words of the angel contained not a word of confirmation; rather it gave 
admonitions and guidelines on how to discover the meaning of the word 
“even.” 

 
Why were these early leaders so blind to the fact that no confirmation was given by the 
angel?  Was it pride? Could it be because they chose to focus on the word “even?”  They 
fully believed they knew what “even” was even though the angel had made it 100% clear 
that they did not and would not yet.  Rather, they were admonished to research its true 
meaning to know not only what it was, but when it was. Let it be our constant prayer not 
to repeat the assumptions of these early advent leaders, nor follow them blindly over the 
cliff of error.   
 
In addition to confusing the instruction of the angel sent to guide them, they also did not 
recognize that the Roman Gregorian calendar they followed for their weekly cycle simply 
was not in harmony with the algorithms of the lunisolar calendar of creation and the 
Sanctuary.  But this was not a point the angel was emphasizing nor even bringing to the 
attention of this fledgling group of believers at that time. The merciful heavenly Father 
faithfully led them as far as they would be led. He gave them the first step of the Sabbath 
truth, defining it as the “seventh” and not the “first”  day of the week. The subject of 
Scripture’s true calendation was divinely ordained to be given as the second step in a full 
disclosure to the remnant at the very close of time and will be received by those who are 
obedient to all the light previously given. 
 
At the End of Time 
This leaves us, here at the end of time, with an opportunity to diligently obey the words 
of the angel.  We must research every piece of evidence with regard to the word “even.”  
This must be carefully done to discover the truth from the instructions that were given by 
the angel to Ellen White and the early advent people one hundred and fifty-five years 
ago.  
 
In summary of Part 1, the following points should take special notice: 
 

1. The angel’s message of truth was from the throne of heaven.  
2. The message was specific as to when to keep the seventh-day Sabbath. 
3. Not one of the decisions in the 1840’s or 1850’s was a correct response to 

the message of the angel.  
4. This angel’s definition of when to keep the “seventh-day Sabbath,” was 

defined by the exact reference given in Scripture regarding when to keep 
the “Day of Atonement.” It is through the angel that the heavenly Father 
spoke in the vision to Ellen White. It was none other than the Creator of 
the sun, moon and stars who established that the time for keeping the 
“seventh-day Sabbath” is the exact same portion of the day as the time to 
keep the “Day of Atonement.” 
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5. Also, by connecting the time of the Sabbath to the “Day of Atonement,” is 
it possible that the angel was defining that this feast day and all feast days 
are still viable today?  Certainly, this is a point to consider. 

  
Part 2 will explore “what even is, and when it is.” 

  

What “Even” is, and When it is: 
Part 2 

 

 

 
 

t is the Bible that contains the principles of truth, and it is alone the divinely ordained 
keeper of the Hebrew term "even," according to the angel. All the Scriptures on the 
subject of "even, twilight, sunrise, change, exchange, day, daylight, dusk, night, night 

watches, first hour, twelfth hour," etc., must be researched and compared to discover 
truly "what even is, and when it is". Anything short of this will fail to satisfy Scriptural 
veracity. 
 

Said the angel: “Take the word of God, read it, understand, and ye cannot 
err. Read carefully, and ye shall there find what even is, and when it is.” 
Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 116. (also found in Biography, Vol. 1, p. 324.) 

 
·  Clearly our heavenly Father desires that we know the truth on this subject 

(John 4:23).  
 
·  “We have not, because we ask not.”  James 4:2  

 

I  
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Words can loose their intended meaning within any given language over long periods of 
time, even taking on a whole new ideology.  In addition, a loss of meaning can be highly 
increased in translating from one language to another.  Under the direction of our 
heavenly Father, disciplined research is necessary to restore the intended meaning of 
ancient text.  Refer to, “Hebrew and Greek Word Study Introduction.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Strong’s # King James 
Bible Version 

Hebrew  Strong’s Hebrew 
Definitions 

Brown-Driver-
Briggs Hebrew 
Lexicon 

New 
Comprehensive 
Meaning 

3117 day. yowm from an unused 
root meaning to be 
hot; a day (as the 
warm hours), 
sunrise to sunset; 
sunset to sunset;  

day; time; year; a 
day as opposed to 
night; a working 
day; a division of 
time; 

day as opposed to 
night (the warm 
hours from 
sunrise to sunset). 

 
Belief that a Scriptural “day” is a 24 hour period of time that includes both daylight and 
darkness, is a long held tradition and commonly held mistake. 
 
The truth of the Creation story, can be found in Genesis 1:5, and in Exodus 12; 16 and 
19, which tell us about the Exodus from Egypt, the manna given to the Israelites by 
Yahuwah, and what happened at Mount Sinai.  Reading through these chapters will help 
establish the context, but the only way to find the truth that all desire when studying 
Scripture, is to do a Hebrew Word Study.  Refer to Word Study, “When the Day Begins.” 
Also, refer to the article, “Sunrise or Sunset, When Does a Day Begin?”  
 
According to the Scriptural weight of evidence, sunrise and sunset are the beginning and 
end of a “day.” What if “even” could mean both sunrise and sunset? The phrase in 
Leviticus 23:32, “from even unto even” appears to be referring to the same period of 
time, like two metaphorical book ends, or two encompassing quotation marks. Is it 
conceivable for “even” to occur the moment of sunrise and again the moment of sunset?  
This word would then derive its meaning from its physical state of being literally “even” 
with the horizon!  Is it not entirely possible? Since it is the Sabbath “day,” as well as the 
“day” of Atonement being discussed, and not the night of anything, is it not possible that 
the position of the sun, designed to rule the “day,” would be the focus of the word 
“even?” Surely it is possible!   
 

What “from even unto even” is not: 
 
·  It is not a 24 hour period of time from sunrise to sunrise; if it were, no 

admonition of instruction would have been given to Ellen White by the 
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angel in 1847, to all those who believed their Sabbath was a 24 hour 
period commencing and terminating at sunrise. (Refer to Part 1, p. 5.) 

 
·  It is not a 24 hour period of time from 6:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.  We can 

have assurance of this because if the folks of 1855 had been keeping it 
those eight years correctly, the angel would have given confirmation 
rather than additional instruction of how to find “what even is and when 
even is.” (Refer to Part 1, p. 8.) 

 
·  It is not a 24 hour period of time from sunset to sunset.  Surely, this is a 

truth, because if they had arrived at the correct conclusion the angel would 
have given confirmation, which was never given.  A 24 hour day from 
sunset to sunset is not in harmony with Genesis, Exodus, or Leviticus, nor 
John 11:9, where our Savior declares, “Are there not twelve hours in the 
day?” (Refer to Part 1, p. 13.) 

 
·  It is not a 12 hour period of time from sunset to sunrise.  This is self- 

evident as “from even unto even” is specifically defining a “day” of 
Atonement and not a “night” of Atonement.  

 
·  It is not any period of time located regularly on the Roman Gregorian 

calendar that utilizes unbroken-cycles-of-weeks.  This is because the 
phrase “from even unto even” is a description of the Day of Atonement, 
which was an annual holy Feast. All feasts were divinely appointed 
according to lunisolar calendation. There is only one place in Scripture 
where this phrase “from even unto even” is used, and it is only in 
reference to the “Day” of Atonement.   

 
However, in 1855, the angel defined a profound truth— that the seventh-
day Sabbath is defined by the same time parameters that define the Day of 
Atonement. Could it be that since both are defined as a “day” that they 
include no part of the night?  Yes, it is entirely possible!   
 
Is it also possible that since the Day of Atonement can only be found by 
counting from the New Moon, that the same principle should also be 
applied to the seventh-day Sabbath?  After all, unbroken-cycles-of-weeks 
since creation is a myth of Rome to keep unsuspecting souls under her 
strong arm of deception. 
 

·  It is not any period that includes any portion of the “ninth day”  in addition 
to the 10th day of the seventh month of Ethanim. The Day of Atonement is 
referred to four times in Scripture, each written by the hand of Moses as 
instructed by Yahuwah.  All four places clarify that the Day of Atonement 
was to occur on the 10th.  Would Yahuwah lead Moses to contradict 
himself, by stating that it was to occupy portions of both the “ninth” and 
the tenth?  Or is there another viable explanation?  The importance of this 
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point is that if the Day of Atonement was truly to include more than one 
calendar date, then so too is the seventh-day Sabbath, as both are to 
occupy the same parameters of time.  (Refer to Part 4, p. 4.) 

 
Notice that each case listed above was not correct and may have been wrong for multiple 
reasons.  Wrong on any level however, is still wrong. 

 
 

What “from even unto even” actually is:   
 
1. “Even” appears to refer to the position of the sun as it is just below the 

eastern horizon just prior to sunrise and western horizon just after sunset.  
It can literally be referred to as being “even” with the horizon.  The first 
rays of sunrise would be the commencement of the day as the sun moved 
from its place of “even” to be visible above the horizon, while the 
termination would be just following the last rays of sunset as the sun sinks 
below “even” on the horizon.  Therefore, the sun is considered to be 
“even” with the horizon the moment the first rays of light are seen at 
sunrise and the moment the last rays of light are seen at sunset.  

 
2. In both the Strong’s Concordance and Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew 

Lexicon, the Hebrew word for “evening” means “mixture,” which can be 
defined as both the mixture of light just prior to sunrise and the mixture of 
light just following sunset and does not specifically mean sunset or only 
sunset.  Rather, both the “twilight” just prior to sunrise and the “twilight”  
just after sunset equally apply. 

 
Strong’s # KJV 

Bible 
Version 

Hebrew 
Word 

Strong’s Hebrew    
Definitions 

Brown-Driver-
Briggs Hebrew 
Lexicon 

New 
Comprehensive 
Meaning 

6153 even, `ereb   

 
 
`ereb #6154 – 

 
which is the 
same Hebrew 
word: 
 
Root word - - 
#6150 `arab 

dusk; evening tide; 
night; day 
 
 
mixture    
 
 
 
 
 
 
through the idea of 
covering with texture; 
sundown; be 
darkened; 

sunset, evening; 
night; 
 
 
#6154 `ereb— which 
is the same Hebrew 
word:  woof; as 
mixed; interwoven; 
knitted material; 
mixture; mixed 
people; mixed 
company. 

(twilight just 
prior to sunrise 
or just after 
sunset, also 
known as dawn 
and dusk) 
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3. “From even unto even” appears to be a period of 12 hours (John 11:9) 

from sunrise to sunset (daylight only).  As both the “Day” of Atonement 
and seventh “day” Sabbath specify the daylight hours, it would logically 
be referring to that portion of a full calendar date that is only ruled by the 
sun as defined in Genesis 1:16. 

 
From merely the process of elimination, the chances of “from even unto 
even” being only a 12 hour period of daylight is substantial. This is 
reasoned partly because there was no confirmation from the angel for each 
of the 24 hour options stated above. It would be most difficult and 
unreasonable for the “Day of Atonement” to occupy only the night from 
sunset to sunrise as the people were to remain assembled during all the 
many sacrifices that were to be offered for the Day of Atonement. All 
would have been required to attend, and the process would have lasted 
much of the night. Do not miss this important point.  If “Day of 
Atonement” was to occupy only the period from sunset to sunrise, then so 
too would have been the seventh-day Sabbath, for the angel specified, 
“from even unto even,” was to apply to the seventh-day Sabbath hours just 
as it applied to the Day of Atonement.  
 
A question immediately comes to mind.  Is there any where else in 
Scripture that would support a “daylight” Sabbath from sunrise to sunset, 
which could equally apply to the “Day of Atonement?”  Genesis 1:5; 
Matthew 13:35; Luke 12:38; Matthew 14:25; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; 
Proverbs 4:18-19; Matthew 5:14; John 3:20; 1Peter 2:9; Ephesians 5:13; 
Genesis 2:2-3; 2Samuel 2:32; Judges 19:25; Job 7:4; Psalms 136:7-9; 
Numbers 11:32; Exodus 16:4, 5, 7, 12, 14, 19-30; Exodus 18:13; Genesis 
7:4; Job 17:14; Jeremiah 33:19-21; Jeremiah 31:35-36; Exodus 20:8; John 
11:9; Luke 4:16; Psalms 113:3; Psalms 50:1-2; Malachi 1:11, and many 
more. 
 
Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks 
in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.”  
John 11:8-10 

 
    “From even unto even” conclusively appears to be the period of time that is 

occupied by both the “seventh-day Sabbath” as well as the “Day of 
Atonement” on their respective lunisolar calendar dates.  In addition, if the 
Day of Atonement and the seventh-day Sabbath commence at sunrise and 
terminate at sunset, then so too do all other “days” as they are each 
determined by the direct rays of the sun upon a sundial. 

 
3. This last point is a truth that carries much weight.  While the angel gave 

instruction regarding the commencement of the holy Sabbath day, he used 
the terminology that specifically referenced the sacred “Day of 
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Atonement.”  Was the angel just mixed up, giving the wrong instruction 
by mistake?  Not likely. Rather, this is in harmony with how the Savior 
often answered a question with a two fold answer or dual message, as in 
Matthew 24.  By utilizing an unlikely verse in Leviticus 23:32, the angel 
in vision while, speaking to Ellen White, chose to clarify the parameters of 
the seventh-day Sabbath were the same as that of Day of Atonement. This 
response was not simply for the early advent believers, but by default, was 
given equally for us today. It is because the angel used the details that 
reference the “Day of Atonement” that we learn that the time periods for 
both are synonymous.  So, when we discover the truth for one, we 
discover it also for the other.   
 
We have already discovered from the Scriptures weight of evidence that 
the holy “seventh-day Sabbath” is a 12 hour period of daylight only, 
commencing at sunrise and ending at sunset, it is not difficult to see that 
the Day of Atonement commences at sunrise and terminates at sunset as 
well. This verifiable truth is in harmony with “from even unto even,” as it 
is also discovered to be describing the position of the sun as level [even] 
first with the eastern horizon at sunrise, then it is level [even] with the 
western horizon at sunset.  Refer to article, “Sunrise or Sunset, When 
Does the Day Begin?” 
 
The fact that the angel used the words “from even unto even” from 
[Leviticus 23], shows the continued and perpetual value the heavenly 
Father continues to place upon all His holy feast days, yet today.  If the 
holy appointed feast days had been done away with at the cross, the angel 
would not have used the “Day of Atonement” as an example for His holy 
seventh-day Sabbath, which is well established to continue into eternity 
(Isaiah 66:23). So the message from the angel is a double blessing for us 
today, as it clarifies, in yet another example, that we are indeed on the 
right path to restoring the feast days as well the precise timing for His holy 
Sabbath.  By each ray of new light we can see more clearly that the correct 
path is indeed the old pathway of truth that has been preserved and 
brought down to us through Bible history. 

 
The New Moon beacons when the month will begin and sets up all the calendar dates.  It 
has been determined that the seventh-day Sabbath is consistently located on the 8th 15th, 
22nd and 29th of each and every month.  Based upon the weight of evidence in Scripture, it 
has also been determined that the seventh-day Sabbath is a 12 hour period commencing at 
sunrise and ending at sunset (John 11:9).  Refer to Hebrew Word Study on Genesis 1:1-5, 
“When the Day begin.” 
 
According to Scripture, it has been determined all the holy and sacred feast days of the 
heavenly Father can only be found by counting from the first visible crescent New Moon.  
Also, notice that the first feast day listed in Leviticus 23:1-3 is the seventh-day Sabbath. 
Either it is true or it is not, if it is true as the weight of evidence appears to declare,  
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As illustrated above, “from even unto even,” clarifies that no portion of the pre-sunrise or 
post-sunset mingling of light [also known as twilight], was included in the “day.”  Refer 
to article, “Visible Stars Define the Parameters of Day and Night.” 
 
Webster’s Dictionary Definitions: 
 

from = 1.a. used as a function word to indicate a starting point of a 
physical movement or a starting point in measuring or reckoning or in a 
statement of limits.  2.a. used as a function word to indicate physical 
separation or an act or condition of removal, abstention, exclusion, release, 
subtraction, or differentiation. 

 
unto =  until   

   
until = up to that time 

 
unto - #5703 `ad – terminus, by implication duration;  

 
unto - #5704 `ad – the same as #5703; as far as; as long as, as much as; even 

unto; during, while, or until;  
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Strong’
s # 

KJV Bible 
Version 

Hebrew Strong’s  Hebrew   
Definitions 

Brown-Driver-
Brigg’s Hebrew    
Lexicon 

New 
Comprehensive 
Meaning 

5704 unto `ad 
 
 
 
 

as far as; even unto; 
time during; degree 
with; even to; as long 
as; till; until; to; while; 
yet; 

as far as; even to; 
until; up to; while; as 
far as; up to; until; 
till; during; end; to 
the point that;  

until  

 
The word “from,”  as it is seen in the definitions, indicates a starting point that does not 
include what had come before it.   
 
For example:   
 
Let’s say a man visits a country park to go for a walk.  Later that day you meet up, at 
which time he tells you he just walked from one lake to another lake, a distance from 
point A to point B.  It is not automatically assumed that he started on the farthest side of 
the lake, and walked to the farthest side of the other lake.  Nor is it assumed that he swam 
through the entire first lake, walked to the other lake, and swam to the far shore.  In its 
simplest form: “from point A unto point B,” is nothing more than the distance or space 
between the two.  This is demonstrated in the image above, where the arrow shows that 
“from even unto even” is the sacred portion for the “Sabbath” and the “Day of 
Atonement,” and does not include any portion of the “twilight” or “dark of night.” 

 
In Leviticus 23:5 the Hebrew word “ereb”  #H6153 is translated by seven Bible versions 
as follows with the “twilight” used the most: 
 

 
NIV      — twilight        NKJV   — twilight       KJV      — even  
ASV      — even            NASV  — twilight      RSV     — evening 
TLB      — sundown 

 

 
In Leviticus 23:32 the Hebrew word “ereb”  #H6153 is translated by seven Bible 
versions as follows with “evening” used primarily: 
 

 
NIV      — evening           NKJV   — evening          KJV     — even 
ASV      — even               NASV  — evening          RSV     — evening 
TLB      — evening 

 

 
As shown above, each word preference is the translators prerogative, but notice that 
twilight was a viable option for the word “ereb,” no matter what verse it was used in. 
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Scriptural Principles: 
 

·  The very first thing Yahushua did in the creation week was to speak forth 
light out of the darkness. Then during each daylight of creation, He 
created all that came to be. Absolutely nothing was created after sunset or 
during the dark watches of the night. 

 
·  Genesis 1:14-18 Defines four purposes of the sun, moon and stars as they 

work in harmony:  
 

1) To give "light" upon the earth.  
2) To "rule", measuring time for the day and for the night. 
3) To divide the light from the darkness. . . 
4) To divide the day from the night.  

 
·  “And God said, Let there be lights in 

the firmament of the heaven to 
divide the day from the night; and let 
them be for signs, and for seasons, 
for days, and years:” Genesis 1:14.  
This is the first mention that the 
lights were designed by the Creator 
to divide the day from the night.   

 
·  The visible sun was designated to 

rule during the “day,” and in like 
manner it was the visible moon and 
stars that were to rule during the darkness of night. 

 
·  The visible sunshine is that which makes up the “day”  and is reckoned in 

hours. These hours are measured as the visible rays of the sun cast a 
shadow upon a sundial. There are always precisely twelve hours in each 
“daylight,” whether it is spring, summer, fall or winter, the hours will be 
longer or shorter depending upon the season (John 11:9).   

 
·  Diligent research has made it clear that a visible New Moon is essential to 

beacon each new month.  During the night watches it is the visible moon 
and stars that clarify the time of night. Would this principle not hold true 
for the sun as well?  Are not all beacons visible objects?   
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·  Pure light is the signature of the Creator and His power, not darkness, nor 
any mixture of darkness with light.  Likewise, a mixture of truth with error 
is still error. Therefore, something as important as the New Moon to 
beacon a month of His holy seventh-day Sabbaths must itself be of the 
"light."  The same principle must hold true of the “day” as beaconed by 
the sun. 

 
·  The absence of the visible sun and its subsequent darkness is what makes 

up the “night”  and, is reckoned by the four watches.  It is these four 
watches that together are called the night watch. 

 
 

The Four Watches: 
 
The four night watches measure the defined and specific period from sunset to sunrise.  It 
can not be shown that these four watches are four equal periods of time.  Rather, the 
evidence reveals that on the contrary they occupy varying lengths or portions of the night, 
which are regulated by things visibly witnessed in the heavens, and even the audible 
sounds of a cock crowing, in conjunction with what is seen in the heavens as a second 
witness.   
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Evening Watch:   The Evening Watch commences at sunset and 

extends to the period of full darkness, at which time 
commences the Midnight Watch. Each night watch 
is measured by the predetermined positions of the 
moon and stars, as well as the amount of light 
present from the suns coming or going. (Mark 
13:35; Proverbs 8:34; Lamentations 2:19; Psalms 
63:6; Psalms 119:148). 

 
Midnight Watch:  The Midnight Watch commences at full darkness, 

when the period known as dusk is over. It is also 
determined by the position of the moon and stars 
and ends at precisely Midnight.  Here again 
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midnight is easily established by the position of the 
moon and the stars in relation to the sun (Luke 
12:38; Mark 13:35; Revelation 16:15-16).  

Cock-Crowing  
Watch:             The Cock Crowing Watch commences at midnight 

and   terminates at the first mingling of the light of 
dawn. This first mingling of light is often the time 
of the first cock-crowing (Luke 12:38; Mark 13:35; 
Matthew 26:74-75). 

 
Morning Watch:  The last watch of the night, known as the Morning 

or Daybreak Watch, commences at the first 
mingling of the light with darkness. The Greek 
word “proi” #4404 defines “dawn” as the “fourth 
watch of the night.  This Fourth Watch of the night 
is synonymous with the term “dawn” and terminates 
at the first visible rays of sunrise. (Matthew 14:25; 
Mark 6:48; Mark 13:35).  Refer to Hebrew Word 
Study, “Mary Arrives at the Tomb.”  

 
·  Notice how these parameters of the "night" also define the boundaries of 

the "day." There can be no overlapping. The night ends as the new day 
begins at sunrise.  The night watches never overlap any portion of the day. 
Together, the four portions of the “night watches” clarify what is “night” 
and what is “day.”  The night watches then separate a calendar date into 
two separate halves— the daylight and the night as designed by the 
creator.  The night watches commence at sunset, and end at sunrise. 

 
·  Throughout Scripture Yahuwah has used the contrasting principles of light 

and dark to teach His spiritual truths. "Darkness" was to represent 
infidelity, spiritual blindness and evil, while "light" was to represent 
"truth", spiritual understanding, and righteousness. Yahushua uses these 
principles over and over throughout His ministry to teach spiritual truths. 

 
But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the 
light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.  
Ephesians 5:13 

 
·  Christ Yahushua said, “I am the light of the world.  He who follows Me 

shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” John 8:12.  To 
follow Him is to have Him in our sights symbolically.  He was using the 
visible sun as a symbol of our following Him. 

 
·  Yahushua consistently taught the principle that “truth” is synonymous 

with “light”. “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who 
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had called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 1Peter 2:9.  In 
light of this verse, could it be said that a mingling of light and darkness 
would be equal to His marvelous light?  It appears that the marvelous light 
reference is synonymous with the visible sunshine rather than pre- 
mingling with darkness. 

 
But the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines 
ever brighter unto the perfect day. The way of the wicked is 
like darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble.  
Proverbs 4:18-19.   

 
·  Here the path of the just is compared to a shining light, clearly referencing 

the sun as shining, as it goes on to clarify that it shines more and more 
unto the completion of the day.  

 
·  “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the 

sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 
stars.” Revelation 12:1.  The three attributes relating to time are all highly 
visible. It is their visible manifestations of light that signify that this 
woman is the true bride of 
the Savior, Yahushua.  Notice 
that she is clothed with the 
light of the sun.  This cannot 
harmonize with the belief that 
the day begins an hour before 
sunrise. Rather it is only 
between the hours of sunrise 
and sunset that anything on 
earth is considered to be 
clothed with the sun. Likewise, 
these manifestations of light as 
beaconed from the celestial bodies are not in harmony with anything that 
is of a man-made Gregorian calendar that comes from the beast power as 
defined in Daniel 7:25. 

 
·  Scripture’s weight of evidence clarifies that the “day,” including both the 

seventh-day Sabbath and the Day of Atonement, commences at sunrise 
and terminates at sunset.  

 
·  Perhaps the most impressive evidence comes from the prophetic 

application Daniel makes with regards to the antitypical “Day of 
Atonement.” 

 
Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth 
of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto 
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the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore 
and two weeks: Daniel 9:25 
 

Notice the same terminology is used here referencing “from” and “unto.” 
Here it is demonstrated that the period of time being highlighted is the 
portion of time between the words “from” and “unto.”  
 
Ellen White in commenting on this very Scripture states, “. . . This was in 
harmony with the proofs already presented that the 2300 days would 
terminate in the autumn, and the conclusion seemed irresistible.  
 
As mentioned earlier the term “from” is in reference to something that 
commences at point A and the term “unto” ends at point B.  Here Ellen 
White utilizes the word “terminate” to illustrate that the 2300 day/year 
prophecy of Daniel was to terminate or end on October 22, 1844. This 
was to be a precise and specific point of termination of a monumental 
prophetic period of time, in contrast to an approximate and indefinable 
period of time.  Therefore, the same principle applies to the literal 12 hour 
“Day of Atonement.”  It commences, "from," and terminates "unto," at 
specific and definable points in time, which are portrayed by the literal 
sunrise and sunset.  

 
From the evidence displayed above, the “day” commences at sunrise and terminates at 
sunset.  Therefore, a “day” occupies only the sunny and warm portion of a calendar date. 
 
Some believe the “day” includes the entire period of pre-mixture of light and darkness, 
known as “dawn.”  According to both the Strong’s Concordance and Brown-Driver-
Brigg’s Hebrew Lexicon, the term “yowm” # H3117 refers to a day as opposed to a night.  
It has been demonstrated with supporting Scripture such as Proverbs 4:18-19, the day 
does not include any portion of the darkness of night.  Also, the night watches define that 
the first watch is the portion of night known as dusk, that follows sunset, and the last 
watch is the portion of night, known as dawn, that precedes sunrise.  Just as the day 
includes no part of the night, the night includes no part of the day.  Therefore a day 
cannot commence at sunset. 
 

Strong’s # King James 
Bible Version 

Hebrew  Strong’s Hebrew 
Definitions 

Brown-Driver-
Briggs Hebrew 
Lexicon 

New 
Comprehensive 
Meaning 

3117 day. Yowm from an unused 
root meaning to be 
hot; a day (as the 
warm hours), 
sunrise to sunset; 
sunset to sunset;  

day; time; year; a 
day as opposed to 
night; a working 
day; a division of 
time; 

day as opposed to 
night (the warm 
hours from 
sunrise to sunset). 
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Notice the portion of the “day” that Yahuwah considers to be sacred He has measured 
“from twilight until twilight.”  Another definition for the word “unto” or “until” is the 
word “terminate.”  No where does Scriptures declare a day to be from “dark unto dark.” 
It would be only in measuring from dark to dark that one would be able to include the 
entire period of both dawn and dusk, known as twilight. That period of time can vary 
from one to two hours.  By utilizing the terms sunrise and sunset, there is no variation in 
time, as these are specific points in time that cannot be misunderstood. 
 
 
Other Astronomical Evidence: 
 
The spring and fall equinoxes are an ancient method of measuring day and night. When 
the sun crosses the equator then the days and nights are equal length along latitudinal 
lines.  The idea behind this is that the portion of the day from sunrise to sunset is of equal 
length to the portion of the night from sunset to just before sunrise.   
 

·  The true “full moon” is the lunar phase that rises from the eastern horizon 
at sunset.  This is an exact time event and does not occur between sunset 
and full darkness, but precisely at sunset. 

 
·  The “conjunction” (fully dark) lunar phase arises precisely with the 

sunrise in the east; as a result the moon is not visible because it is behind 
the brightness of the glaring morning sun. 

 
Notice that neither of these important lunar phases appear either at the commencement of 
“dawn” or at the end of the “dusk” when it is fully dark, but both occur precisely at 
sunrise and sunset.  In these perfect and opposite positions from the sun, these lunar 
phases declare by their consistency that sunrise and sunset are the divinely ordained 
parameters of the day. 
   

 

Even, Twilight, and the Exchange 
Part 3 
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 phenomena mystifying mankind for eons is that things are not always as they 
appear. For this reason, magic shows continue to be a popular form of 
entertainment, as they appeal to curiosity, and the shear pleasure of being fooled 

by the slight of hand, in spite of one’s own perceptions.  
 
For centuries there has been some confusion over when to keep the holy appointed Day 
of Atonement (Leviticus 23:32). The question remains, “is this holy and sacred feast 
“day” to be kept from sunset to sunset, as the terms “from even unto even” have been 
assumed historically to mean? Is there another more viable option?   
 
The focus of this article will be to explore a possible illusion or even a planned slight of 
hand by the enemy of souls.  In particular this presentation will center upon the multiple 
facets of the Hebrew word “ereb.” This Hebrew word (Strong’s #H6153 - ‘ereb) has 
multiple definitions including even, dusk, evening, mixture, or mingling.”  It will be 
compared to the exact same Hebrew word, with the same spelling that has been given a 
different Strong’s number and definition. Is there any remote possibility the term 
“twilight” was the definition Moses had intended when he wrote “from even unto even,” 
as the parameters of the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:32)? If so, this Hebrew word 
#H6153 and #H6154 (‘ereb) can be equally referencing dawn and dusk, defining a twelve 
hour period “from twilight unto twilight,” rather than the presumed twenty-four hours. 
 
                                          
Interestingly, scholars of the Strong’s Concordance did not choose the #H6153 (‘ereb or 
even) as the correct word definition for Leviticus 23:32. This is discovered by looking up 
the word “evening” in the Strong’s Expanded Exhaustive Concordance. While the term 
(‘ereb) #H6153 is translated “evening,” it is not even present in the case of Leviticus 
23:32.  One can only wonder. In light of this the King James Bible translators have 

A 
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consistently heralded “ereb to mean “even” and placed it within the pages of Scriptures 
these last 400 years.  They do apply #H6153 (‘ereb or even) to Leviticus 24:3, but not in 
the passage in question.  The goal of Hebrew scholars is to give an accurate definition to 
every word of Scripture; therefore, why would a Strong’s number and definition be 
missing for such an important verse as Leviticus 23:32 above?  For the early advent 
pioneers, this verse pertaining to the parameters of the Day of Atonement became the 
foundation stone for the weekly Sabbath Day, believing it to begin and end at sunset.  
 

 
 
            ‘ereb - #H6153 – dusk; even; evening; night; mingling.  
            ‘ereb - #H6154 – mixture; mixed multitude, translated as twilight. 

 
Is it not reasonable since both Hebrew words above are identical, they are in fact the very 
same word, having these multiple meanings? The only definition they both hold in 
common is “mixture or mingling,” which is a viable description of both pre-sunrise and 
post sunset, also known as dawn and dusk.       
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Twilight 
 
The term (`ereb) is also translated in several places as “twilight.”  What effect might this 
have on Leviticus 23:32?  
 
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 11th Edition – Definition: 

·  twilight = the light of the sky between full night and sunrise, and between    
sunset and full night, produced by the diffusion of sunlight through the 
atmosphere and its dust.    

 
There are two periods of “twilight” connected with each daylight. There is the twilight 
that precedes sunrise, and the twilight that follows sunset. It has already been established 
the Creator is interested only in portions of daylight as light symbolizes truth and 
righteousness.  By superimposing “twilight” into the phrase, we get a twelve hour period 
of daylight “from twilight unto twilight.”  
 
Interestingly, the word “twilight”  is used earlier in this same chapter in verse 5 of the 
New King James Version in reference to the feast of “Passover.”  Not only is the word 
“twilight”  used, but it is used in reference to #H6153 (‘ereb).  Here we see a perfect 
example of words either used or not used, at the discretion of the translators. This should 
show us clearly, Hebrew word #’s H6153 and H6154 (‘ereb), can mean “mixture of 
light,”  “mingling of light,”  and “twilight.”  

Notice this verse is not stating that the Day of Atonement Sabbath occupies the period 
commencing from the first “twilight” (Point A), extending through the second “twilight” 
(Point B, a twelve hour period), then extending another twelve hours, thus ending at the 
third “twilight” (Point C). If this verse were defining a full twenty-four hour calendar 
date, by default it would be joining two periods, of approximately twelve hours, to three 
“twilights,” no matter which “twilight” came first. Rather, like two bookends, the 
terminology specifies the Sabbath occupies only the period from one twilight to another, 
occupying a mere 12 hours of full daylight. Scripture is stating “from twilight unto the 
very next twilight” only, and is not including a third “twilight,” therefore it is occupying 
the period “from dawn to dusk.” In addition, please notice two key words are “from” and 
“to” twilight, clarifying this period in question does not include the “twilights” of “dawn 
and dusk,” but rather is the period between them, just as is clarified in the example in part 
2, where the man walked from one lake, to the other, which was the distance  between the 
two lakes. 

Leviticus 23:32 therefore, is actually stating, “from twilight until twilight,” you shall 
celebrate your sabbath.  “From twilight to twilight,” is a time period of twelve hours, and 
cannot include a full calendar date of one solar revolution. Twilight to twilight, mixture 
to mixture, dawn to dusk, all mean the very same.     
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Without fore knowledge of Yahuwah's heavenly time system, could Bible translators and 
scholars of the Hebrew Concordance’s and Lexicons. know for certain which word, with 
number and definition applies accurately to this text? Before making the correct decision, 
they must look into Jewish traditions, their extra-biblical writings, which reveal their 
keeping of the weekly Sabbath days, as well as their “day of Atonement,” commencing at 
sunset.  These Scholars believing this to be true, chose the definition that appears to apply 
to the end of the day, dusk, evening, or darkness for the specific purpose of being in 
harmony with Jewish tradition.  But nothing can be further from the truth.  The history of 
the change in Jewish time reckoning and when to commence the Sabbath can be found in 
the following article.  Refer to article, “Amazing Evidence from Antiquity.”  
 
The Savior Yahushua in His mercy has revealed that the Sabbath was not ever intended 
to commence at sunset, but was to occupy the daylight portion, a period of only twelve 
hours (John 11:9) of a twenty-four hour calendar date.  The Jews, we have learned have 
steered off course on nearly everything in Scripture that relates to time; therefore, why 
also would they not be wrong, in their traditional time-keeping of the “Day of 
Atonement?”   
 
The Catholic church and the Protestant churches that follow in her footsteps, have long 
ago become disassociated with the time-keeping of Scripture on every point as they fully 
accepted as their time standard first the Roman Julian then later the Gregorian time 
system. Along with the Jews, the organized Seventh-day Adventist Church has accurately 
distinguished a Scriptural difference between the holy Sabbath being the seventh, rather 
than the first day of the week. Yet, S.D.A.’s continue to ignore Scripture’s lunisolar time 
system and are therefore off as to when the year begins, when the month begins, when the 
week begins (defining which day is Sabbath), when an hour begins, why then wouldn’t 
they also be off with regards to when the twelve hour “Day of Atonement” begins and 
ends? 
 
As truth seekers, there has been a great need to revisit the Day of Atonement question, by 
digging deeply into the etymology of the single word (`ereb)? Is it possible “from twilight 
unto twilight” as implied in verses 27 and 28, makes this sacred feast day a day to be 
preserved and kept during twelve daylight hours only on the tenth day of the seventh 
month of Ethanim?  Verse 28 states no work is to be done “during the warm hours” on 
this great day (as opposed to night). 

 
Strong # KJV Bible 

Version 
Hebrew 
Word 

Strong’s Hebrew    
Definitions 

Brown-Driver-
Briggs Hebrew 
Lexicon 

New 
Comprehensive 
Meaning 

                           Overt errors in translation and added #9999 words are highlighted in this green 
Leviticus 23:28 
3605 And kol the whole; all; any; 

every; only; altogether; 
every; everyone; as 
many as; whatsoever; 

all; the whole; every; 
totality; everything; 
any; each; 

All 
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whosoever; 
6213 ye shall do `asah to do; to make; 

accomplish; advance; 
appoint; bear; bestow; 
bring forth; have 
charge of; execute; 
feast; fulfill; gather; go 
about; govern; grant; 
hold a feast; be 
industrious; keep; 
maintain; observe; be 
occupied; offer; bring 
to pass; perform; 
prepare; provide; 
sacrifice; serve; sin; 
trim; yield; 

to do; to fashion; to 
accomplish; to make; 
to act; to effect; to 
prepare; to attend to; 
to put in order; to 
observe; to celebrate; 
to appoint; to ordain; 
to bring about; to use; 
to be done; to be 
made; to be 
produced; to be 
offered; to press; to 
squeeze;  

are to do 

3808 no lo’ not; no; except; much 
less; nay; neither; 
never; nothing; 
without; 

not; no; nothing;  no 

4399 work mela’kah 
(mel-aw-
kaw’) 

deputyship; ministry; 
employment that is 
(never servile); work; 
business; manner of 
work;  

occupation; work; 
business; service; 
public business 

manner of work 

3117 in yowm from an unused root 
meaning to be hot; a 
day as the warm hours 
from sunrise to sunset; 
from one sunset to the 
next; day; 

day (as opposed to 
night); a day (24 hour 
period); a working 
day; a day’s journey; 
time; a division of 
time;  year; today; 
yesterday; tomorrow;  

during the warm 
hours from sunrise 
to sunset 

2088 that zeh this; that; hence; here; 
now; on this side; on 
that side; thus; very; 
which; 

this; this one; here; 
which; that; the one; 
the other; another; 
such; on this account; 

on this 

6106 same `etsem 
 
 
Root word 
- - - 
#6105 
`atsam 

a bone (as strong); the 
body; the substance; 
life; strength; 
 
bind fast; close the 
eyes; be great; be 
increased; wax mighty; 
be more; become 
strong;  

bone; essence; 
substance;  

substantial 
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3117 day: yowm from an unused root 
meaning to be hot; a 
day as the warm hours 
from sunrise to sunset; 
from one sunset to the 
next; day; 

day (as opposed to 
night); a day (24 hour 
period); a working 
day; a day’s journey; 
time; a division of 
time;  year; today; 
yesterday; tomorrow; 

day (as opposed to 
night),   
 

 
Said the angel: “Take the word of God, read it, understand, and ye cannot 
err. Read carefully, and ye shall there find what even is, and when it is.” 
Testimonies, Vol. 1, p. 116. (also found in Biography, Vol. 1, p. 324.) 

 
Ellen White was given the above admonition from the angel because she along with the 
early advent pioneers needed to be steered in the right direction, as they had not yet been 
given the truth on this subject. There is no previous or subsequent evidence of her ever 
receiving the light that specifically told her of what "even" is or when “even” is, outside 
of the angel’s challenging statement to search diligently. As was discovered in Part 1, the 
voting leaders relied on the assumption that they knew what “even” was and when it was. 
Is it possible Yahuwah has reserved this light of truth for such a time as this?  If once 
heeded today, could the challenging words of the angel, as given in 1845, shed new light 
on when to commence His most holy Sabbath day?   
 

If professed Christians would but carefully and prayerfully compare their 
views with the Scriptures, laying aside all pride of opinion and desire for 
the supremacy, a flood of light would be shed upon the churches now 
wandering in the darkness of error. As fast as his people can bear it, the 
Lord reveals to them their errors in doctrine and their defects of character. 
From age to age he has raised up men and qualified them to do a special 
work needed in their time. But to none of these did he commit all the light 
which was to be given to the world. Wisdom does not die with them. It 
was not the will of God that the work of reform should cease with the 
going out of Luther's life; it was not his will that at the death of the 
Wesley the Christian faith should become stereotyped. The work of 
reform is progressive. Go forward, is the command of our great Leader,--
forward unto victory.   
 
We shall not be accepted and honored of God in doing the same work that 
our fathers did. We do not occupy the position which they occupied in the 
unfolding of truth. In order to be accepted and honored as they were, we 
must improve the light which shines upon us, as they improved that which 
shone upon them; we must do as they would have done, had they lived in 
our day. Luther and the Wesley were reformers in their time. It is our duty 
to continue the work of reform. If we neglect to heed the light, it will 
become darkness; and the degree of darkness will be proportionate to the 
light rejected.   
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The prophet of God declares that in the last days knowledge shall be 
increased. There are new truths to be revealed to the humble seeker. The 
teachings of God’s word are to be freed from the errors and superstition 
with which they have been encumbered.  Doctrines that are not sanctioned 
by the Scriptures have been widely taught, and many have honestly 
accepted them; but when the truth is revealed, it becomes the duty of every 
one to accept it.  Those who allow worldly interests, desire for popularity, 
or pride of opinion, to separate them from the truth, must render an 
account to God for their neglect. Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 4, p. 186.                                       

 
Truth is progressive and will continue to be revealed until the end.  While #H6153 (‘ereb) 
has been most often translated as “even or evening,” the discovery that #H6154 is the 
same Hebrew word with additional definitions including “mixture,” has opened a new 
door of understanding.  This same Hebrew word #H6154, as illustrated above, has often 
been translated as “twilight.” The significance of this is that the “twilights” (evens) are 
only twelve hours apart, and not twenty-four as previously assumed. Because we are 
distinguishing the components of a day and a night, or of light and darkness, apparently 
then, we are identifying the time periods when a mixture or mingling of light and 
darkness occurs.  This “mixture” (twilight) can refer to both dawn and dusk.  Only two 
such mixtures of light are ever included in a "calendar date," they are “from even unto 
even” or “twilight to twilight,” a period of only twelve hours. Expressing this in another 
manner, beginning at point A, and ending at point B, we notice there is no point C to 
reach; no third point to arrive at in moving from A to B.  As a result of this discovery, we 
call our etymology, “present truth.” 
 
Leviticus 23:32 proceeds to show the interval of time for the sacred hours of day of 
Atonement, is between the time period of one mixture of light and dark being the 
morning, and the very next “mixture”  of light and dark, the evening that follows that 
same morning. If the Day of Atonement occupied the time from sunset (twilight) to 
twilight just prior to sunrise, this Feast called the “Day” of Atonement according to the 
present interpretation, is actually the “Night “of Atonement. However, if the day began at 
sunrise, the feast would continue through the warm daylight hours and terminate at the 
specific point of sunset, in this way stretching “from twilight to twilight.”    
 
One thing cannot occur, is that which has been historically taught as fact: That this sacred 
day was to be kept from sunset (first mixture) through the sunrise (second mixture), 
continuing through the daylight hours, ending after sunset the second day (third mixture). 
This theory contains three mixtures of light and darkness- two sunsets and one sunrise, 
while according to the text there are only two mixtures of light and darkness, noted as 
“from mixture to mixture.” The text is clear, this Holy day does not pass over a middle or 
center mixture of light, ending at a third mixture of the same into a second day. 
 
Another important point—by simply applying a punctuation mark as a period in a 
different location within Leviticus 23:32, the entire meaning of the verse changes. 
Because punctuation is added by the translators, each language has its own unique 
application. Occasionally punctuation does not support the intended meaning of a verse, 
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as is the case in the narration of the thief on the cross (Luke 23:43). Christ said to him 
today, “you will be with me in paradise.”  Yet, Scriptures records that Christ said, “today 
you will be with me in paradise.”   We know the second version cannot be true because 
other Scriptures established the fact that Christ did not go to paradise on either Passover 
the 14th, or Sabbath, the 15th.  Here is another example: 
 
 
Standard Punctuation in KJV:  

It shall be unto you a Sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the 
ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate 
your Sabbath. Leviticus 23:32 KJV 
 

Altered Punctuation: 
It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls in the 
ninth day of the month at even. From even unto even shall ye celebrate 
your Sabbath. Leviticus 23:32 
 

Below is the fusion of altered punctuation and altered word choice to harmonize it with 
the weight of evidence of the other four clearly defined statements of Moses (Leviticus 
16:29-31; Leviticus 23:27-31; Leviticus 25:9-10; Numbers 29:7-11): 
 

It shall be unto you a Sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls at the 
turning of the ninth day to the tenth of the month at sunrise. From sunrise 
(twilight) unto sunset (twilight) shall ye celebrate your Sabbath. Leviticus 
23:32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Strong # KJV 

Bible 
Version 

Hebrew 
Word 

Strong’s Hebrew    
Definitions 

Brown-Driver-Briggs 
Hebrew Lexicon 

New 
Comprehensive 
Meaning 

                             Overt errors in translation and added #9999 words are highlighted in this green 
Leviticus 23:32 
1931 It huw’  he; she; it; himself; 

herself; itself; the 
same; these; they; 
those; which is; who; 

he; she; it; him; 
himself; her; herself; 
that; 

 It is 

9999 shall be - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - 
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3807a unto you le- (a prefixed inseparable 
preposition); to; 
toward; at; in; till; 
until; in order to; for 
the purpose of; for 
belonging to; with 
respect to; in regard to; 

N/A the purpose of 

7676 a Sabbath 
of 

Shabbath 

 
 
Root Word - - 
#7673 
Shabath 

intermission; 
specifically the 
Sabbath; 
 
 
to repose; desist from 
exertion; cause to 
cease; celebrate; keep 
sabbath; put away; rest; 
still; take away; 

Sabbath; a day of 
atonement; sabbath 
year; week; 

this Sabbath 

7677 rest, Shabbathown a sabbatism or special 
holiday; rest; sabbath; 

Sabbath observance; 
sabbatism; weekly 
Sabbath; a day of 
atonement; a sabbatical 
year; Feast of Trumpets 
used of the first and last 
days of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

rest, 

6031 and ye 
shall 
afflict 

`anah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Root word - - 
#6030  `anah 

(through the idea of 
looking down); abase 
self; afflict; chasten 
self; gentleness; 
humble self; submit 
self; 
 
to heed; pay attention; 
respond; specifically to 
sing; testify; announce; 
give account; afflict; 
lift up; cry; bear 
witness; 

to be occupied; to be 
busied with; to afflict; 
to oppress; to humble; 
to be afflicted; to be 
bowed down; to 
become low; to humble 
oneself; to be humbled; 
to humble;  

to afflict in 
humility  

5315 your 
souls:  

nephesh 
(neh’-fesh)  

(a live breathing 
creature);  soul; body; 
breath; creature; desire; 
contented; greedy; 
heart; life; lust; mind; 
mortally; person; them; 
themselves; tablet; 
they; thing;  

a soul; self; life; a 
creature; a person; an 
appetite; a mind; a 
living being; a desire; 
an emotion; a passion; 
the seat of emotions 
and passions; the 
activity of the mind; 

your souls 
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the activity of the will; 
the activity of the 
character; an 
individual; 

8672 in the 
ninth 

tesha` 

 
 
 
 
Root word - - 
#8159 sha`ah 

(through the idea of a 
turn to the next or full 
number ten); nine or 
ordinal ninth; 
 
 
to gaze at; to inspect; 
to consider; depart; be 
dim; be dismayed; look 
away; regard; have 
respect; spare; turn; 

nine (as a cardinal 
number); ninth (as an 
ordinal number); in 
combination with other 
numbers. 
 
to look at; to look to; to 
regard; to gaze at; look 
away; to turn away;  

as the ninth 
turns to the 
tenth 

9999 day - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - 
2320 of the 

month 
chodesh 

 
 
 
Root word - - 
#2318 
chadash 

the new moon; a 
month; monthly; 
 
 
 
to be new; causatively 
to rebuild; renew; 
repair; 

the new moon, month; 
monthly; the first day 
of the month; the lunar 
month. 
 
Root word #2318: to be 
new; to renew; to 
repair; 

of the lunar 
month, 

6153 at even, `ereb   

 
 
`ereb #6154 -- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Root word- - - 
#6148 `arab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Root word - - 

dusk; evening tide; 
night; day 
 
 
mixture    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to braid, intermix; 
mingle; give pledges; 
engage; to give to be 
security (as a kind of 
exchange); 
 
 
 

sunset, evening; night; 
 
 
 
 #6154 `ereb— which 
is the same Hebrew 
word:  woof; as mixed; 
interwoven; knitted 
material; mixture; 
mixed people; mixed 
company. 
 
 
to exchange; to engage; 
to give in pledge; to 
take on a pledge; to 
guarantee; 
to exchange pledges; 
to have fellowship 
with; 

(at sunrise 
following 
dawn’s twilight 
exchange).  
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#6150 `arab through the idea of 
covering with texture; 
sundown; be darkened; 

6153 from even, `ereb   

 
 
`ereb #6154 -- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Root word- - - 
#6148 `arab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Root word - - 
#6150 `arab 

dusk; evening tide; 
night; day 
 
 
mixture    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to braid, intermix; 
mingle; give pledges; 
engage; to give to be 
security (as a kind of 
exchange); 
 
 
 
through the idea of 
covering with texture; 
sundown; be darkened; 

sunset, evening; night; 
 
 
 
 #6154 `ereb— which 
is the same Hebrew 
word:  woof; as mixed; 
interwoven; knitted 
material; mixture; 
mixed people; mixed 
company. 
 
 
to exchange; to engage; 
to give in pledge; to 
take on a pledge; to 
guarantee; 
to exchange pledges; 
to have fellowship 
with; 

(Therefore, from 
dawn’s twilight 
exchange) 
 
 

5704 unto `ad 
 
 
 
 
 
Root word - - 
#5703  `ad 

as far as; even unto; 
time during; degree 
with; even to; as long 
as; till; until; to; while; 
yet; 
 
duration; in the sense 
of advance or 
perpetuity; eternity; 
everlasting; evermore; 
old; perpetually; world 
without end; 

as far as; even to; until; 
up to; while; as far as; 
up to; until; till; during; 
end; to the point that;  

until  

6153 even, `ereb   

 
 
`ereb #6154 -- 

 

dusk; evening tide; 
night; day 
 
 
mixture    
 
 

sunset, evening; night; 
 
 
 
 #6154 `ereb— which 
is the same Hebrew 
word:  woof; as mixed; 

(sunset, dusk’s 
twilight 
exchange), 
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Root word- - - 
#6148 `arab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Root word - - 
#6150 `arab 

 
 
 
 
 
 
to braid, intermix; 
mingle; give pledges; 
engage; to give to be 
security (as a kind of 
exchange); 
 
 
 
through the idea of 
covering with texture; 
sundown; be darkened; 

interwoven; knitted 
material; mixture; 
mixed people; mixed 
company. 
 
 
to exchange; to engage; 
to give in pledge; to 
take on a pledge; to 
guarantee; 
to exchange pledges; 
to have fellowship 
with; 

7673 shall ye 
celebrate 

shabath to repose; desist from 
exertion; cause to 
cease; celebrate; keep 
sabbath; put away; rest; 
still; take away; 

to cease; to desist; to 
rest; to cause to cease; 
to put an end to; to 
exterminate; to destroy; 
to remove; to cause to 
fail; to keep or to 
observe the Sabbath. 

keep and 
observe 

7676 your 
sabbath. 

Shabbath 

 
 
 
Root word - - 
#7673 
Shabath 

intermission; 
specifically the 
Sabbath; 
 
 
to repose; desist from 
exertion; cause to 
cease; celebrate; keep 
sabbath; put away; rest; 
still; take away; 

Sabbath; a day of 
atonement; sabbath 
year; week;  

this Sabbath 
rest. 

 
 

The Exchange 
 
An important point that has not yet been mentioned is regarding what actually takes place 
on earth as the dusk and dawn “twilights” occur.  The parameters of the night help us 
define the parameters of the day and all of the ordained divisions. Since the night follows 
the daylight, as the second half of a full calendar date, the first watch of the night arrives 
before the fourth watch of the same night period.  The first watch of the night commences 
at sunset and occupies the entire period known as “twilight.”  Not by coincidence this 
same period of time is also called the “Evening Watch,” for the very reason it 
commenced at sunset, the exchange of darkness for light. The fourth watch of the night 
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commences as the eastern sky begins to mix light with the darkness. This period of light 
mixture is referred to as “dawn” and is one of the two “twilight” exchanges that take 
place each calendar date. During this period of mixture of light, the “day” has not 
commenced, as it is yet the fourth watch.  Evidence for this is in its name, as it is properly 
referred to as the “Morning Watch.” It is the Morning Watch, because those watching are 
watching for the moment the rays of sun burst forth on the horizon. At the moment of 
sunrise the “exchange” of light for darkness is complete, and not before. Refer to the 
illustration below. 
 
At sunrise, the full and radiant beams of the sun have just begun and the all variations of 
darkness of the night watches and dawn twilight has now given way to the bright beams 
of day. At dusk, the opposite occurs, the bright beams of day abruptly end at sunset, at 
which time the dusk twilight commences which is the first watch of the night. These 
periods of dawn and dusk “twilights” occupy the period where light and darkness 
“exchange.”  The complete “exchange” occurs twice each calendar date, first at sunrise 
and twelve hours later at sunset. Both the periods of dusk and dawn are portions of the 
night.  Dusk is the period of “exchange” that immediately follows sunset of light to 
darkness, as the second half of a calendar date, is the first watch of the night, also called 
the Evening Watch. Dawn is the period of “exchange” that precedes sunrise and is the 
fourth watch of the night, otherwise known as the Morning Watch. While the periods of 
dusk and dawn change slowly from light to dark and dark to light, there is a precise 
moment that the change is considered effectual.  This is the precise moment of sunrise 
and sunset, as this occurs in an instant with no guess work as it is a phenomena visible to 
all, defining the commencement and termination of each daylight. 
 
In the beginning, Genesis 1:1-5 specifically defines the “exchange” of darkness for light, 
when the Creator declared, “let there be light.” Clarifying, that full darkness had 
previously existed.  Day was the name He gave to the light.  Day is the signature of the 
Creator and all He created in it. 
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Weighty evidence has been presented in the pages of this article to assist in unraveling 
the “from even unto even” puzzle.  The specific directions given Ellen White beginning 
in 1845 are now becoming clear as the Scriptures continue to reveal the Creator’s 
obscured time-keeping system.  It is this newly found evidence regarding when "even" is 
and what “even” is that identifies the sacred hours of the seventh-day Sabbath. This is the 
first step in exposing the lie Lucifer has planted over time. What great lie?  That the 
seventh-day Sabbath occupies a twenty-four hour period of time that commences at 
sunset, on the seventh-day of a Roman unbroken-weekly-cycle.  
 
As mentioned earlier, it is an eternal principle that when we walk in all the light given, no 
matter the cost, it is only then, Yahuwah will reveal additional new light of truth.  
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But the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter 
unto the perfect day.  The way of the wicked is like darkness; they do not 
know what makes them stumble. Proverbs 4:18-19 NKJV 

 
The time principles applying to the “Day of Atonement” equally apply to the “seventh-
day Sabbath.”  If this statement is true, the reverse is also true.  Therefore, it would make 
no sense to believe the “seventh-day Sabbath” commences at sunrise, while holding to 
the “Day of Atonement" beginning at the sunset.  If this were possible, it would have to 
be acknowledged that the “Day of Atonement” would occupy parts of two calendar dates, 
either the 9th with the 10th, or the 10th with the 11th.  Yet, this is antagonistic to all four 
Scriptural statements written by the hand of Moses that declare the “tenth”  to be the 
“Day of Atonement.”  
 
Never are the parameters of this Scriptural axiom of time so clearly discernable as after 
reading through the historical references in Part 1 regarding Ellen White, the early 
pioneers, and the majority’s response to the admonition of the angel with regard to the 
word, “from even unto even.”  Certainly, this should be a lesson for all who would be 
faithful.  Generally speaking, the truth is not carried by the majority. The mere fact the 
“Day of Atonement,” is referred to in Scripture as a “day,” is weighty evidence it 
commences at sunrise just as does the weekly Sabbath. 
 

Those who walk in the light will progress; they will grow up to the full 
stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. This is the result of 
sanctification through the truth, and this is what God requires of all. Truth 
is progressive; and those who are preparing for the last great day will go 
forward in accordance with the accumulated light which shines upon them 
from the prophecies and from the lessons of Christ and the apostles. No 
one will be condemned in the day of Judgment because of a lack of 
knowledge which he never had an opportunity to obtain. The light which 
never shone upon him will never be his darkness. The truth which God's 
messengers have presented by pen and by voice, the treasures of the word 
of God which they have opened to the people, the light which has 
penetrated the darkened chambers of the mind, will, if rejected, be 
witnesses against them in the last great day. The testimony which will 
come with condemning power upon the sinner, and which will close his 
mouth before God and testify of his guilt, is the fact that he saw the light, 
but for various reasons in harmony with the carnal heart, would not 
receive it. He would not receive the truth that was given to save him. The 
greater the light, the greater the obligations.  Review and Herald, January 
5, 1886 par. 6  
 
The truth of God is progressive; it is always onward, going from strength 
to a greater strength, from light to a greater light. We have every reason to 
believe that the Lord will send us increased truth, for a great work is yet to 
be done. In our knowledge of truth, there is first a beginning in our 
understanding of it, then a progression, then completion; first the blade, 
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then the ear, and after that the full corn in the ear. Much has been lost 
because our ministers and people have concluded that we have had all the 
truth essential for us as a people; but such a conclusion is erroneous and in 
harmony with the deceptions of Satan; for truth will be constantly 
unfolding.  Signs of the Times, May 26, 1890 par. 2 

 
Is it conceivable this truth was ordained by Yahuwah to tarry until the closing scenes of 
history as a qualifier of His true and holy lunar Sabbath?  Is it possible that the message 
of time will become the line drawn in the sand for all those who would be faithful?  Will 
this new light assist those who would be faithful to respond to His call “to come out of 
Babylon?”   
 

Day of Atonement: 
Is it the Ninth, Tenth, or Both? 

Part 4 
 

 
 
 

any have through the ages, unwittingly repeated the lie that the holy appointed 
feast days were done away with at the cross.  Many have said, “the feasts 
require a sacrifice and without a temple there can be no sacrifice.” Therefore 

the feasts concluded at the cross.   
M 
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This lie has been proactively perpetuated by the enemy of souls through religious leaders, 
imposing confusion on the work of redemption, the divine system that was orchestrated 
on behalf of mankind by both our Heavenly Father, Yahuwah, and His Son, Yahushua.  
The sacrificial system, the copy of the heavenly, referred to as the Old Covenant with the 
slaying of bulls, goats, lambs, and doves, did come to an end at the cross (never to be 
reinstituted) where type met antitype. The cross however, also marked the launching and 
not the terminating of the supreme and divine New Covenant system whereby mankind 
may be restored, by better things (Hebrews 12:24).  These better things did not terminate, 
but commenced with the sacrificial death of the Son of Yahuwah, redeeming His kinsmen 
from the death they deserved, by bestowing upon them the life He deserved.   
 

Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his 
friends.  John 15:13-14 NKJV 
 

Thus the preordained, three part systematic ministry, of the Son of Yahuwah was 
launched: 
First, He was to be the Lamb sacrifice for sin; 
Second, the attending Priest (intercessor and advocate) for the forgiveness of sins; 
Third, He was to take on the role as the High Priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek once a year in the Seventh Month, for the complete eradication of sin.  
When these three ministries are finished, according to their appointed times, the Son of 
Yahuwah will take upon Himself the role of Prince of Heaven, and return for His faithful. 
He will take these faithful for a thousand years Sabbath or Sabbatical from earth, during a 
time of healing.  At the end of this period the holy city, New Jerusalem will descend from 
heaven to earth, where all things upon earth will be created new.  Our Redeemer and 
Savior will then be coronated as King and here on earth receive His kingdom.  He will 
forever reside with His ransomed kinsmen, the bride to whom he was betrothed.  

In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth and heaven the final 
coronation of the Son of God takes place. And now, invested with 
supreme majesty and power, the King of kings pronounces sentence upon 
the rebels against His government and executes justice upon those who 
have transgressed His law and oppressed His people. Says the prophet of 
God: "I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works." Revelation 20:11, 12. Great 
Controversy, p. 666. 

It is the Heavenly Father’s faithful who will restore what has been lost and raise up the 
standard of truth once again.  They will recognize that it was His son, Yahushua, who is 
the living lamb that was slain.  He lives again that He may further fulfill the atoning work 
of the Priest and High Priest in the temple made without hands in the heavenly Sanctuary. 
The Redeemer, Yahushua (Jesus), is the summation of all the types and shadows, but 
only as they are systematically fulfilled in their order. It is this point-by-point sequence of 
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salvation’s restoration system that foretold in the time centric prophetic Feast days as 
they occur.  So, by keeping the ordained and holy appointed feast days, His faithful 
worship their Heavenly Father in one accord with all the angels and the unfallen worlds, 
ever abiding in the preordained rhythm of His celestial lunisolar time-system, in 
preparation for the New Jerusalem, and their invitation to enter at the gate.  By 
assembling with them on His appointed times, His faithful have in unity submitted their 
allegiance to their Creator, as the King of Kings.  
 

. . . suns and stars and systems, all in their appointed order circling the 
throne of Deity. Great Controversy, p. 678. 

           
Thy way, O God [‘Elohiym, plural meaning both Father and Son], is in the 
sanctuary. . . Psalms 77:13 

 
 

Day of Atonement   
 
Leviticus 23:31 defines the “Day of Atonement” as both a commandment and statute 
which is to be enacted at its appointed time, perpetually, without end, remaining through 
all time and sojourning.  The descriptive term “sojourning”  has a dual application.  For 
those who were with Moses, they were sojourning in the Wilderness of “Sin-ai” seeking 
the Promised Land. However, from the abundant Scriptures in the Old and New 
Testaments we know that the “sojourning in the Wilderness of Sin-ai,”  was for an 
example or type of all people in all ages who continue to sojourn in the wilderness of sin 
of this world.  Furthermore, this feast referred to as “Day of Atonement” didn’t end when 
Israel arrived at the Promised Land.  Verse 31 clarifies that this feast was to continue 
perpetually without end, for all time and sojourning. 
 
We know from Scripture that it was kept continually to the time of the crucifixion of 
Christ, at which time many believe it ended there.  However, if the feast “Day of 
Atonement” ended at the cross, then in like manner sin and forgiveness, would of 
necessity, had to end then as well.  So you see we have a dilemma.  Since neither sin nor 
forgiveness ended 2000 years ago, then this feast “Day of Atonement” which symbolizes 
mans sin along with our High Priest, Yahushua’s mediation, and finally the forgiveness 
by the Father, and is therefore a necessity till the Lord returns. 
 
Yahuwah’s grace and forgiveness is still essential to all who would be saved. This feast 
“Day of Atonement” is in actuality the third phase in the process of Salvation’s 
restoration. The plan was initiated in the Garden of Eden.  But the first phase of Christ’s 
Great Sacrifice of taking on himself our sin and penalty of death, to restore mankind, 
began at the cross. This fulfilled the feast of “Passover” and the feast of Unleavened 
Bread.  Fifty days after his resurrection He was ordained in the temple above as our High 
Priest, mediating on our behalf, receiving our confessions and by His grace freely giving 
us pardon and forgiveness. This great work of mercy will not be fully ended until 
Yahushua our High Priest throws down the censer of incense.  It is only then, that a 
crown is placed upon His head and He is clothed with garments of royalty.  With not a 
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moment to loose King Yahushua comes in the clouds of angels to take His faithful home 
to Heaven to live with our Savior for ever and ever.  A mere one thousand years later, He 
will ultimately restore us to a future home on the earth made new.   As is stated in verse 
27, the Day of Atonement is a rehearsal to confess sin and receive forgiveness.  As long 
as life continues on this earth, His followers are still in need of confession and 
forgiveness.  Therefore this feast “Day of Atonement” is still binding today, as we 
continue to sojourn in the world of sin, seeking the true Promised Land.  
 
Does Sabbath ever include the dark of night?  No.  Were sacrifices ever given in the 
temple at dusk or after dark? It appears that the Passover Lamb was to be slain at sunrise, 
the beginning  of dusk (twilight) of the First Watch, but never in the full darkness of the 
Midnight Watch. Yet many would try to make Leviticus 23:32 state that “Day of 
Atonement,” specifically called a “day,” is to begin at “night.”  Because there were many 
sacrifices to be performed by the High Priest, it would have been a difficult task for those 
present to stay awake.  What appears to be happening is a mingling of truth with error, 
and in so doing, they perpetuate a lie. 
 
 

The Ninth of the Seventh Month 
 
It is essential to understand that the phrase, “Day of Atonement,” is more than a title, as it 
literally means the day of “at-one-ment.” This word “day” #3117 (yowm) is defined as 
the warm hours between sunrise and sunset.  

 
Strong 
# 

KJV Bible 
Version 

Hebrew 
Word 

Strong’s Hebrew    
Definitions 

Brown-Driver-Briggs 
Hebrew Lexicon 

New 
Comprehensive 
Meaning 

3117 day: yowm from an unused root 
meaning to be hot; a day 
as the warm hours from 
sunrise to sunset; from 
one sunset to the next; 
day; 

day (as opposed to 
night); a day (24 hour 
period); a working 
day; a day’s journey; 
time; a division of 
time;  year; today; 
yesterday; tomorrow; 

day (as opposed 
to night),   
 

 
 
Notice below the Hebrew word translated as “the ninth” in Strong’s Dictionary, #8672 
(tesha`) means turn to the next or full number ten.  Tesha` defines that the sacred hours of 
the “Day of Atonement” begin at the moment the “ninth civil calendar date” ends and 
the “tenth day” begins. A moment in time can only be defined when the dawn twilight, 
also known as the Fourth Watch, ends at precisely “sunrise.”  Both “sunrise and sunset” 
are precise moments in time that are visible and definable, and are recognized the whole 
world over. Think of it as a “changing” of the celestial guard.  When the sun is gone, the 
moon and stars take over the watch.  When the night is ending, sunrise breaks forth in 
glorious rays of light at the commencement of a glorious new day. Therefore, the Hebrew 
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word tesha` is utilized by Moses as a second witness that the Day of Atonement was to 
commence precisely as the “ninth civil calendar date” ended and the “tenth day” 
commenced.  This event is precisely marked by the coming forth of the sun at sunrise and 
not sunset as so many have traditionally believed.   
 
The “tenth day” is only twelve hours in length and includes only the daylight, ending at 
sunset. We can know this because when the term “tenth” is used it is always referring to a 
“day” (#3007 yowm).  When the term “ninth” is used there is no qualifying term of “day, 
therefore it refers to a completed “civil calendar date,” which includes both the daylight 
followed by the night.  Therefore, illustrating that the anticipated “Day of Atonement” 
begins only following the completed “civil calendar date of the ninth,” at the sunrise for 
the “tenth day.” 
  

Strong 
# 

KJV Bible 
Version 

Hebrew 
Word 

Strong’s Hebrew    
Definitions 

Brown-Driver-Briggs 
Hebrew Lexicon 

New 
Comprehensive 
Meaning 

8672 in the ninth tesha` 

 
 
 
 
Root word - - 
#8159 sha`ah 

(through the idea of a 
turn to the next or full 
number ten); nine or 
ordinal ninth; 
 
 
to gaze at; to inspect; to 
consider; depart; be dim; 
be dismayed; look away; 
regard; have respect; 
spare; turn; 

nine (as a cardinal 
number); ninth (as an 
ordinal number); in 
combination with other 
numbers. 
 
to look at; to look to; to 
regard; to gaze at; look 
away; to turn away;  

as the ninth turns 
to the tenth 

 
 
 

The Tenth of the Seventh Month 
 
When a calendar date is mentioned as it is here in Leviticus 23:27 regarding the “tenth,”  
it is always referring to an entire revolution of the earth.  It has been discovered that a full 
civil calendar date incorporates the period from sunrise to sunrise, rather than sunset to 
sunset as the modern Jews and others continue to believe and teach. Leviticus 23:27 lays 
the foundation for the date upon which the “Day of Atonement” falls.  It is clearly stated 
that it is to be on the “tenth day” of the month, counting from New Moon (#2320 
chodesh).  Then in the same breath Yahuwah continues to give clarification as to what is 
to be done during the “Day of Atonement” on the specific day of the “tenth” as listed 
below.   
 

·  On the “tenth”  of the seventh month there shall be a “Day” of Atonement. 
·  A holy convocation. 
·  You shall afflict your souls. 
·  Offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord. 
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·  You shall do no work on that same day. 
·  The soul that is not afflicted in that same day, he will be cut off from his 

people. 
·  You shall do no manner of work . . . it shall be a statute forever. 
·  It shall be a Sabbath of rest for you, and you shall afflict your souls. 

 
Notice all of the above points are made with regard to the “tenth”  calendar date.  It is not 
until the middle of Leviticus 23:32 that any reference is made to the term “ninth” #8672. 
In contrast to the clearly identified duties listed to be done on the “tenth,”  is there any 
Scriptural support defining even one of them is to be done on the “ninth?” 
  

·  Zero 
·  Zip 
·  Nil 

 
You guessed it!  There is not one single item listed to be done on the “ninth,”  rather this 
Hebrew word that has been translated as “ninth” #8672 – tesha ̀appears to carry the 
meaning of “turning to the tenth” at the precise moment, which occurs at sunrise. 
 
Notice that it is not until the middle of Leviticus 23:32 that the “ninth”  is even 
mentioned.  So this begs the question, “does the mention of the “ninth”  in verse 32 
automatically make it (the ninth) retroactive to include all the requirements listed 
specifically for the “tenth”  civil calendar date, which were given previous to the mention 
of the “ninth?”   No! 
 
As mentioned earlier in this series, within any given language, over long periods of time, 
words can loose their intended meaning, as well as take on a whole new ideology.  In 
addition, this loss of meaning can be highly increased through the translating from one 
language to another.  Therefore careful study and research is necessary under the 
direction of the heavenly Father to restore the intended meaning of ancient text.  Refer to 
article, “Lost in Translation.” 
 
 

A Two Day Feast of Atonement? 
 
The name “Day of Atonement” speaks volumes.  It’s very name is “self evident” that it 
incorporates one day only and not two days as it has been assumed by so many, for so 
long. As mentioned earlier in this series, “The fact that certain doctrines have been held 
as truth for many years by our people is not a proof that our ideas are infallible.  Age will 
not make error into truth . . .”Councils to Writers and Editors, p. 35.  If this great holy 
feast day were in actuality a two day feast, it would have been stated as such in all 
locations in Scripture.  No where is this holy feast referred to as “days”  (pleural) of 
Atonement.   
 
There are only four references to the “Day of Atonement” in Scripture and each is written 
by the hand of Moses as He was instructed by Yahuwah. Certainly, he would not have 
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intentionally contradicted himself in four statements he made regarding the “tenth” being 
the “Day of Atonement,” when he recorded Leviticus 23:32, and the reference to the term 
“ninth.” 
 

·  Leviticus 16:29-31 – “This shall be a statute forever for you: In the 
seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict your souls, 
and do no work at all, whether a native of your own country or a stranger 
who dwells among you.  For on that day the priest shall make atonement 
for you, to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before 
the LORD.  It is a Sabbath of solemn rest for you, and you shall afflict 
your souls. It is a statute forever.” 

 
·  Leviticus 23:27-31 – “Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be 

the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall 
afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.  And 
you shall do no work on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement, to 
make atonement for you before the LORD your God.  For any person 
who is not afflicted in soul on that same day shall be cut off from his 
people. And any person who does any work on that same day, that person 
I will destroy from among his people. You shall do no manner of work; it 
shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings.”  

 
·  Leviticus 25:9-10 – “Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to 

sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement 
you shall make the trumpet to sound throughout all your land. And you 
shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you; and each of you 
shall return to his possession, and each of you shall return to his family.” 

 
·  Numbers 29:7-11 – “On the tenth day of this seventh month you shall 

have a holy convocation. You shall afflict your souls; you shall not do 
any work. 8 You shall present a burnt offering to the LORD as a sweet 
aroma: one young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. Be 
sure they are without blemish.” 

 
Hebrew reckoning of time is inclusive, which literally means that any portion of a day is 
referred to as a whole day, and would be counted and documented as such.  
 
For those who believe a “day” commences at dusk:   
 

·  If the reference in Leviticus 23:32, is as has been assumed to be the 
“ninth” civil calendar date  (#8672), and was intended by Moses to begin 
at dusk, then 12 hours of this calendar date of the “ninth” would be 
inclusive.  In other words, this feast known as “Day” of Atonement, to be 
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accurately recorded, must be called the “Days of Atonement,” or the two 
day feast of Atonement.   

 
For those who believe a “day” commences at sunrise: 

 
·  If the reference in Leviticus 23:32, is as has been assumed to be the 

“ninth” civil calendar date (#8672), and was intended by Moses to begin 
at sunrise, then a full 12 hours followed by 4 night watches would need to 
be added to the civil calendar date of the “tenth” of Ethanim.  As a result, 
it would be a “two day feast.” 

 
However if this were the case, it would have been consistently recorded in all referenced 
passages as being a two day feast. But is this the case? Not even once. It simply cannot be 
both ways, a two day feast and a one day feast.  It is one or the other.  There is simply no 
evidence that the “Day of Atonement” was ever intended to be held on any portion of the 
“ninth civil calendar date.” 
 
The first Scriptural reference to the holy feast “Day of Atonement” is found in Leviticus 
16:29.  Yet it speaks only of the “tenth”  counting from New Moon, and there is not even 
a word about the “ninth”  or a single hint to a previous day, morning, night or evening. 
Also, please notice in verse 29 that it is on the tenth counting from New Moon that they 
were to “afflict their souls, and do no work.” This was not to be done on the “ninth.”  
Also, verse 30 states that, “on that day, the priest shall make atonement for you.”  Notice 
that this is referring to the “tenth” day that Israel was to afflict or humble their souls, and 
not on any other day. 
 
Leviticus 25:9-10 states that every fiftieth year the Jubilee was to commence on the 
“tenth”  calendar date of the Seventh Month, counting from the New Moon, on the “Day 
of Atonement.”   Notice that this verse is silent with regards to a “ninth”  calendar date.  In 
its blatant silence, volumes are spoken that the feast “Day of Atonement” was ordained 
and appointed to occupy the calendar date of the “tenth.”  

 
When in doubt, we can apply the principle of Scripture’s weight of evidence.  Four times 
Moses states that the “tenth day” is the Day of Atonement, a holy convocation.  One time 
(Leviticus 23:32) within these four separate statements, a secondary reference is made to 
the “ninth or turn to the tenth.”  But where is the weight of evidence?  The evidence 
overwhelmingly defines  the “tenth”  to be the “Day of Atonement.”  

 
So three questions remain:   
 

1) Are these four statements, which are all written by the hand of Moses, 
to be brought into harmony with a single statement, which on the surface 
appears to refer to the precise moment the ninth calendar date turns to the 
tenth?  
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2) Should one hold to the weight of evidence and ignore altogether this 
single reference to the word tesha ̀#8672 “ninth or turn to the tenth?”   
 
3) Is there another option? There appears another option, this being that 
one can firmly hold to the weight of evidence, while seeking how the term, 
referred to as the “ninth or turn to the tenth” was intended by Moses to 
clarify the precise moment at which the “tenth”  calendar date was to 
commence on this most holy and sacred feast, Day of Atonement?  

 
Each of the four Scriptures listed above contain qualifiers, certifying that the feast “Day 
of Atonement” occupies only the “daylight hours.”  This is because the term “day”  
(yowm) #3117 “warm hours of the day” is included each time Atonement is mentioned.  
This feast day in question, could easily have been called “night of atonement,” if it were 
truly to occupy the darkness of night. Strikingly, Numbers 29:7-8 does not overtly state 
the word (yowm) #3117 “warm hours of the day,” but rather it goes into detail regarding 
all the sacrifices to be administered:  
 

On the tenth (day was added by translators)of this seventh month you shall 
have a holy convocation. You shall afflict your souls; you shall not do any 
work. You shall present a burnt offering to the LORD as a sweet aroma: 
one young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. Be sure they 
are without blemish.  Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with 
oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the one ram,  and 
one-tenth for each of the seven lambs;  also one kid of the goats as a sin 
offering, besides the sin offering for atonement, the regular burnt offering 
with its grain offering, and their drink offerings.  Numbers 29:7-11 
 

These are an immense amount of sacrifices to be accomplished.  Remember it was to be a 
holy convocation and an assembly of all the people. All were to be present and accounted 
for during all the sacrifices for the purpose of humbling their hearts in repentance and 
confession of sin.  The sacrifices alone would have taken a minimum of three hours as 
the work was to be done by the High Priest.  Would the heavenly Father require these 
sacrifices to commence at sunset, when visibility was dwindling, and following a long 
day of work, when men, women and children were tired and in need of rest?  If on the 
other hand this Feast event commenced at sunrise, everyone would be fresh and ready to 
focus on the magnitude of the event at hand. The High Priest and his assistants would 
have full visibility, and all could freely attend the assembly.  Ironically, what then would 
be the purpose of commencing any portion of this event on the “ninth?”  I ask this 
question because there is not one single mention of either sacrificing, or humbling and 
afflicting souls, until the “tenth.”  Perhaps, what isn’t said speaks equally as loud as what 
is said regarding the “ninth” or “turn to the tenth.” 
 
Whenever a civil calendar date is used in counting from the New Moon it is always 
referring to the daylight followed by the night, unless there is a qualifier such as the word 
day or night, or even unto even.  In the case of the word “ninth,”  neither the word “day” 
nor “night” are present as qualifiers, so it must be handled as a whole civil day, which 
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would include both the day and the night.  Therefore, if the “ninth” is to be included in 
with the “tenth” for the Day of Atonement as many believe, this would cause the feast, 
which is defined as a “day” to occupy a full civil calendar date plus the daylight hours of 
the “tenth day.” So where does the discrepancy lie?  
 
 

Calendar Dates Like Pages of a Book 
 
Have you ever considered that “civil calendar dates” can be illustrated like pages in a 
book?  For example, a civil calendar date is divided into two halves, such as when a book 
is open and there are two pages facing up.  With books we give each page a separate 
number, but with civil calendar dates the two halves, “daylight and night,” have the same 
calendar date.  Together the day and the night make up the entire civil calendar date. 
 
 

                              
 
When you are done reading both pages that face you, you simply turn the page.  With 
civil calendar dates, first comes the daylight followed by the night.  While the night 
encompasses both periods of twilight, at its beginning and end, it ultimately comes to a 
close at precisely sunrise.  If these were pages of a book, the turning of the page would 
represent sunrise. Notice that no page needs to turn at sunset, for the new beginning 
occurs at sunrise when the page symbolically is turned. A new civil calendar date begins 
when the first rays of the sun break forth and clothe the day.  It is only then that a new 
“day”  has begun along with a whole new “civil calendar date.”   
 
Analogy: 
Imagine for a moment, a parent reading a story-book to a child.  They are sitting with the 
book open on their lap.  The book has a different image along with the text on each page.  
As each page is read, the images are also enjoyed.  One page after another is read.  After 
each page is read they quickly turn to the next page, to the next full open book position.  
The same is true after reading page 9 (illustrated below), the page is quickly turned to the 
full 10th page.  While the page is being turned, and is in the straight up position, if asked 
what page they are on, they would naturally state, “page 10.” The reason is that they had 
already completed reading text and viewing the images on page 9, and fully ready to 
commence the reading and viewing of page 10.                                             
      
Example: 
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The image in the middle best illustrates what appears to be intended by Moses with 
reference to the “ninth or turn to the full number ten.” 
 
If you are studying only from a Bible translation, the word “day”  will be seen in the text 
following the word “ninth.”   However, this word was added by the translators as they 
tried to bring meaning to the verse.  In most cases this only confuses the truth.  If we use 
any part of the civil calendar date of the “ninth”  we must use the entire 24 hours.  So, 
here again is a question. “Is the “Day of Atonement” on the “ninth”  or on the “tenth,”  or 
both?  If indeed “Day of Atonement” is on both, then please explain Leviticus 23:26-31, 
where it repeatedly refers to the “tenth?”                 
Is it possible that the “Day of Atonement” occupies the portion of time from the “ninth”  
at dark to the “tenth” at dark?  It has been up until recently my historical belief that the 
“Day of Atonement” began with sunset of the “ninth”  and ended at the sunset of the 
“tenth.”   Just because I held it as truth for a long time does not make it truth.  But like so 
many things that are now being revealed, of necessity we must consider all the options.  
The truth is usually found within the “weight of evidence.” If it were precisely from dark 
on the “ninth”  to dark on the “tenth”  then can it really be declared that the “Day of 
Atonement” is on the “tenth”  counting from New Moon, if we are also including a 
portion of the 9th calendar date?  This suggests a dark to dark position of 24 hours 
consisting of 12 hours of the night of the “ninth” and 12 hours of the daylight of the 
“tenth.”  Some of you may be thinking that this is absurd, as the Jews and other 
Sabbatarians already keep their days from sunset to sunset and reckon it all as the same 
civil calendar date. While this is true, the weight of evidence in Scripture does not teach a 
sunset to sunset “day” or “civil calendar date.” Refer to article, “Sunrise or Sunset, When 
Does the Day Begin?” 
 
When a calendar date is given, it refers to a full daylight followed by a complete night 
beginning at sunrise and ending the following sunrise.  Because the term “ninth” #8672 
tesha ̀ is used in Leviticus 23:32, it appears to be highlighting a whole calendar date 
from sunrise to sunrise.   
 
For example:  When the children of Israel were led out of Egypt on the 15th.  It was 
referring to a full civil calendar date.  We know this to be true, because the day portion of 
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the 15th was the Sabbath, then Yahuwah led Israel out of Egypt by night on that same 
civil calendar date, when the Sabbath was passed. 

 
Some believe that the word immediately following the word “ninth”  in Leviticus 23:32 is 
the word “day.”  Remember, as stated earlier the word “day” was supplied, and does not 
belong.   The word immediately following the word “ninth”  is the word “chodesh” which 
means New Moon or lunar month.  So either it says, “as the ninth turns to the tenth of the 
New Moon” or “as the ninth turns to the tenth of the lunar month.”  Either way it is 
referring to the count from the beginning of the lunar month, and is clarifying the 
moment the change occurs from the “ninth to the tenth.”  

 
A Fast or a Feast Day? 
 
“Day of Atonement” is listed here in Leviticus 23 as one of the sacred holy appointed 
feasts.  Yet many have followed the customs and traditions of men that seek to honor the 
heavenly Father Yahuwah by doing something that He has not sanctioned, such as fasting 
on a feast day.  In both verse 28 and 31, the “Day of Atonement” is specified to be a day 
to honor Yahuwah by holding a feast, and not one single Hebrew word even alludes to 
fasting. 
 
The purpose of this feast as stated in Leviticus 23:27 is to be a formal rehearsal to 
confess sin and receive forgiveness because of Yahushua’s great sacrifice and His 
extended grace toward us.  It is self-evident with regards to the very nature of this feast 
that it was not abolished at the cross.  This is because confession of sins is still very much 
a current necessity among believers today.  As long as there are sinners on earth, there is 
sin and a need of confession and forgiveness. As long as Christ our Priestly intercessor 
stands before His Father, the door of mercy remains open.  The ministry of restoration of 
souls to Himself continues in the heavenly Sanctuary, as a perpetual daily and yearly 
event. 
 

Does the Sabbath and Day of Atonement Occupy the Same 
Portion of Time? 
 
So are both the “seventh-day Sabbath” and the “Day of Atonement” to occupy the same 
portion of a full “civil calendar date,” but on their respective days of the week?  It has 
already been discovered that the Sabbath commences at sunrise, contrary to the traditions 
of the modern Jews and other Sabbatarians.  Refer to article, “Sunrise or Sunset, When 
Does a Day Begin?” 
 

From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord's name is to be 
praised. Psalms 113:3 NKJV 
 
The Mighty One, God the Lord, has spoken and called the earth from the 
rising of the sun to its going down. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
God will shine forth.  Psalms 50:1-2 NKJV 
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For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be 
great among the Gentiles; in every place incense shall be offered to My 
name, and a pure offering; for My name shall be great among the nations," 
says the Lord of hosts.  Malachi 1:11 NKJV  
 
Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks 
in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 
John 11:9 NKJV     

 
If the answer is yes, then both would occupy only a 12 hour period from sunrise to 
sunset. 
 
Moses was instructed by Yahuwah to sacrifice two lambs each day.  One was to be 
sacrificed in the morning and the other in the evening.  This was the order of each day’s 
sacrifices.  Morning and evening, sunrise and sunset, at the exchange of light for darkness 
and darkness for light. . . In this way the Lord was showing His people that the day began 
at sunrise.  There is no record that states the first lamb each day was sacrificed at sunset 
(evening), other than for the feast of Passover, which contains a whole different ideology.  
 

One lamb you shall offer in the morning and the other lamb you shall offer 
at twilight.  Exodus 29:39-40 NKJV 
 

Deuteronomy clarifies that “the going down of the sun” (sunset) is the beginning 
of “twilight.” 
 

. . .there you shall sacrifice the Passover at twilight, at the going down of 
the sun. . . Deut 16:6 NKJV 

 
Darkness was always equated with spiritual blindness and evil.  All illustrations and word 
pictures used by Yahushua depict that He was present in the light. Light was truth, and 
light had no partnership with darkness.  
 
So the question is, “what day of the month is the feast “Day of Atonement?”  May your 
decision be that which is based on Scripture’s weight of evidence? 
 

 
Evidence from the Resurrection 
 
According to most New Testament Bible translations, it is implied that our Savior, 
Yahushua, was resurrected “early in the morning” on the first day of the week, at which 
time the tomb was found by the women to be empty. However, the Greek word “proi” 
#4404 identifies this phrase “early in the morning” instead to mean— “the Fourth Watch 
of the night,” and not the morning at all.  Matthew 20:1; Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1-2; 
Luke 24:1; John 20:1.  
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So what difference does this make? Contrary to the tradition of the Jews and Saturday 
Sabbatarians, the weight of evidence in Scripture declares that the night is always the 
second half of a civil calendar date, rather than the first half (Genesis 1:1-5). Since night 
was ordained to follow daylight, then the Fourth Watch of the night was the very last 
portion of the civil calendar date of the 16th, a prophetic criteria that the true Messiah was 
to meet. The Fourth Watch of the night is synonymous with the twilight of dawn. The 
assumption that the day commences at sunset and terminates the following sunset has 
withheld the Jews and Saturday Sabbatarians from perceiving, that indeed Christ was in 
the tomb three days and three nights. In addition, those following Roman time-keeping, 
are also not able to rightly divide the ordained division of days, and solve Christ’s riddle 
of three days and three nights. Refer to article, “Sunrise or Sunset, When Does the Day 
Begin?”    

One empirical truth is that Christ our Savior was resurrected on the 16th lunar civil 
calendar date of Abib, which was the first day of the lunar week. However, His 
resurrection implicitly occurred during the Fourth Watch of the night of the 16th. This 
added an additional (24 hour) solar revolution of time in which He was retained in the 
tomb. Christ’s resurrection precisely fulfilled the typified service of the Feast of First 
Fruits, also known as the Wave Sheaf Offering, occurring on the 16th civil calendar date 
of Abib (Leviticus 23:11). The weight of evidence declares that Christ was resurrected 
during the “night” that followed the daylight of the 16th of Abib, and not during the night 
that followed the daylight of the 15th.  From earth’s darkest hour, when all hope seemed 
gone, our Savior was called forth, while it was yet dark, demonstrating that He was truly 
the “light of the world.” It was through Him, and Him alone, that the shackles of darkness 
and sin in this world was to be broken, that the pure and unadulterated light of truth and 
righteousness may shine forth to all who would receive it. �

It has always been assumed that Mary went to the tomb to embalm her Savior just before 
the sunrise of the 16th. Is it conceivable that Mary and the other women may have 
specifically waited until both the seventh-day Sabbath and the Feast of First Fruits were 
past prior to setting out for the tomb during the Fourth Watch of the night on the 16th 
rather than the 15th?  

Please refer to graphic below: 
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Later, on the walk to Emmaus, the disciples told Christ that it was now the third day since 
the crucifixion.  This walk took place on the 2nd work-day of the week, the 17th of the 
lunar month, rather than the 16th of the month (Luke 24:17-21). Several years later, when 
describing the resurrection, Paul called Christ the “first fruits of them that sleep” and 
stated that He was buried and rose the third day (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4, 20-23).           

The riddle given by the Messiah Himself just prior to the crucifixion can only be solved if 
both a “day”  and a “lunar civil calendar date”  commence at sunrise, rather than 
midnight or sunset.  Anything short of using the correct commencement of “day” 
principles and the true meaning of the Greek word “proi,”  Fourth Watch of the night, 
will total less than the three days followed by three nights.  By default, all who follow 
Gregorian time keeping or Jewish sunset to sunset reckoning, declare our Savior, Christ 
Yahushua, to be a liar for stating He would be in tomb three days and three nights.  There 
is only one way to achieve three days and three nights and rightly divide them— the days 
must commence at sunrise.   
 
The most profound point defined in this break down of events is the confirmation that a 
Scriptural “day” commences at sunrise rather than sunset.  “Civil calendar dates” include 
both a “day” and a “night,” which terminate following the Fourth Watch of the night, at 
precisely sunrise (Psalms 90:4).  Each night is measured by four watches and not by 
hours.  By rightly dividing the “day,” Christ Yahushua’s riddle can be solved.  
 

Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? John 11:9 NKJV 
 
Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is 
coming--in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in 
the morning-- Mark 13:35 NKJV (Note: These are the words of Christ 
depicting by name the four watches of the night.) 

 
In the final analysis, the Day of Atonement occupies the same period of time as the 
seventh-day Sabbath, of which its parameters are from sunrise to sunset on the “tenth” of 
Ethanim of the lunisolar calendar of creation. 
 
 

Summary of All the Parts:   
 

Part 1 – Time to Commence the Sabbath 
 
Every point upon which the early advent people based their decision for the location of 
the seventh-day Sabbath was erroneous except for one.  The fact that the holy Sabbath 
was to be the seventh-day was undeniably correct, but even in this they used the wrong 
calendar for locating the seventh-day.  They never did discover the truth as to the 
meaning of “from even unto even,” as set forth by the angel. From their assumptions and 
errors we can know what “from even unto even” was not.  Perhaps the greatest clue 
towards solving this riddle was in the admonition the angel used, which were words of 
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instruction and not words of confirmation.  The choice of words “from even unto even” 
was directly describing the portion of time for the holy appointed feast “Day of 
Atonement.”  Yet, these exact same time parameters were given by the angel for locating 
the starting and ending points for Yahuwah’s holy seventh-day Sabbath as well. In this 
way heaven forever linked these two as occupying the same portion of time, but on their 
respective civil calendar dates.  This linking together of the time parameters for both the 
seventh-day Sabbath and the Day of Atonement, establish weighty evidence for the 
contemporary importance and continued viability of all the holy appointed feast days.  
  
 

Part 2 – What Even is and When Even is? 
 
By learning what “even”  is not, clarification is given to what it is.  
 

·  Based on Scriptural evidence, the sacred hours of the seventh-day Sabbath, or 
Day of Atonement, can only be located with the luni-solar calendar. 

·  Based on the evidence the “seventh-day Sabbath as well as the “Day of 
Atonement,” occupy only the daylight, a period of 12 hours from sunrise to 
sunset.  

 
The total sum of these points gives weighty evidence that “even”  equals “the exchange of 
light at sunrise and sunset.”  The “day”  is the sunlit portion of a civil calendar date 
occupying the period from the moment of sunrise and terminating at sunset. 
   
The “Day of Atonement,” according to the instruction of the angel, occupies the same 
portion of time as the seventh-day Sabbath, only on its respective calendar date of the 
“tenth”.  The “day”  is “from exchange until exchange” or “from sunrise until sunset.”  
 
 

Part 3 – “From Even unto Even” 
 
The phrase “from even unto even” means “from twilight to twilight”  or “from sunrise to 
sunset.” This occupies the daylight hours from sunrise (Point A) to sunset (point B).  
“From even unto even” therefore, occupies only a twelve hour period of time in contrast 
to a whole twenty-four hour calendar date, as has been assumed by many. This phrase is 
referencing only the daylight for the “Day of Atonement,” in the same way the Sabbath is 
to occupy the daylight only, and not have any part of the darkness of night, not even a 
mingling of light and dark as in dawn and dusk.  Rather, the period in question is from 
dawn to dusk, but not including them.  
 
By default the mere fact the Day of Atonement is spoken of as a “day” is weighty 
evidence that it occupies the daylight hours only.  In contrast a civil calendar date 
occupies twelve hours of daylight, but is also followed by the four watches of the night. 
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Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks 
in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 
John 11:9 NKJV 

 
 

Part 4 – Day of Atonement, Is it the Ninth or Tenth? 
 
In four separate Scriptures, Moses has recorded that the “Day of Atonement” is located 
on the “tenth”  of the month and occupies this calendar date alone.  In one place there is a 
solitary reference to the term “ninth,”  which in Hebrew specifies “a turn to the full 
number ten.” Moses leaves no room for error as he qualifies that the portion of the 
“tenth” day to be kept as a most holy and solemn event, is from the exact moment the 
“ninth calendar date turns to the tenth,” “from sunrise (even) unto sunset (even).” Each 
sacrifice and requirement of humility to be performed by Israel on this most sacred and 
holy “Day of Atonement” was specified to be done on the “tenth”  of the month, during 
the daylight hours from sunrise to sunset.   
 
As a “nail in a sure place,” the facts from the resurrection of Christ Yahushua provide 
weighty evidence that all days commenced at sunrise, while the civil calendar date 
occupied the period from sunrise to sunrise.  Each of the four gospels record that Mary 
came to the tomb during what is phrased as “early in the morning” or “dawn.”  Many 
have assumed this meant sunrise, but it is identified in Greek using the Strong’s 
Concordance, as the “fourth watch of the night.” This period of time is not the start of 
anything, but is the very end, the last or Fourth Watch of the night.  The only possible 
method for success in meeting the criteria of Christ’s riddle regarding his being in the 
tomb three days and three nights is by reckoning the day from sunrise to sunset and a 
civil lunar calendar date from sunrise to sunrise.  It is simply impossible to fulfill the 
criteria of this period with a midnight to midnight, or sunset to sunset theory.  All the 
truths of Scripture must be in harmony with all the other facts.  Simply because 
something has been believed for thousands of years does not make it a fact or 
undisputable truth of Scripture.  The evidence from the cross becomes definitive 
confirmation for the Sabbath and Day of Atonement puzzle. 
 
In contending for the truth as to when to commence both the Sabbath and the holy 
appointed Day of Atonement, it has become apparent that a twelve hour day applies to 
every day of the week, including these holy days.  The Day of Atonement was ordained 
to be a one day event, occurring on the 10th day of the Seventh Month, from sunrise to 
sunset.  
 

“Observe an appointed feast and do neither any manner of work, for this is 
a commandment and statute, to be enacted at its appointed time; 
perpetually, without end, remaining for all time and sojourning.”  
Leviticus 23:31 Hebrew Word Study Version 

 
This article is supported by Word Study, Leviticus 23:26-32 – “The Parameters of Day of 
Atonement.”  
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